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M CIRCUMCISION OF QOUR LORD HO . (BLS7T & 1055
Th Mothers' Union Service (B) 6, and Christmas Party (CH) 6.30
3a EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD & (B) 7 & 10,15

o g

7 S EPIPHANY I Evensong (&) 6,30
Sl B HE S (B 20015
1oL - S B0 (B)
16 Bo Bts Hilary, Bishop

14 8 EPIPHANY II Evensong (&) 3.15

1 W St. &ntony, abboi

18 Th Révision of Bradihg Electoral Roll begins

19 F 5t. Wulfstan, Bishop - Parish Party (CH) 7 to 10 HO (B) 7T
20 pafe bt Feblian, slshop

2k S SEPTULGESIMA Bt, sgnes, eVirzgin & Martyr HC (B) 12,15
2 M Bt. Vincent, Deacon & Martyr

24 W BO Y 10L15

OE% ST - CONVERSTION, OF GT.PAUL HC (B) 7 & 16,15

26 P . S5%t. Bolycarp, Bishkp

27 22 Bt. Uehn Chrysostom, Bishop

28 5 BEXaGESIM: Evensong (») 3.15

NOTES
1L The Diary chews additional Sunday Bervices and all week-day
celebrationse of the Holy Communion.
2 Matting &and Evensong are sald deily as advertlﬂed on the
notices TnTBhe Church Porchec.
5 Arranzements for Baptisms, Churchings, Banns etc. should
be made with the Clersy,

52INT OF THE MONTH 5T, HILLRY - January 13th.

St, milary wss a. Frenchman, born 'of heathen parents at Pelctiers,
He was converied to Christienity after he grew up, and entered the
Ministry of the Church.

In 350 4D he wag mede Bighop of his own home town. He wag a local
lad who made good.

Duaring Hilary 's time &g Bishop he had to contend . with lmportant
Christlans who tried to teach men to believe less than the whole
truth cbout Jesus. baid Hilery, "Jesus thist who wag born at
Bethiehem is God of €od. Light of Light, and Very God of Very (True)
God." Nothing less than whet Hilary tuuﬂht is our true feaith to-day.

8t. Hilary died on.denusry L35th 368 4D,



THE BRIDGE makes its bow, and wishes reacders everywnerc & nN&ppy
Wew Year. This smell peper knoweg its limitations, &nd proposes
to make the best of them. ;

‘And the chief problem is spece, There's golin; to be very
little room. Just about 900 words & month, ©So the new parlsh
Megezine will have to dispense with plous paragraphs and letters
from the Vicar,

We shell conflne ourselves to comment on perish and local
affairs, with perhaps an occéslonal jump into & bigger pond, if
need be. : :

THE FRONT PLGE 1s thc work of Tom Smitch, clever County Press
cartoonist, 1It's messege should be obvious, THE BRIDGE is out
to 1link up Brading end Yaverland in the ceuse of Christ, &nd

1t will bc the foc of all ndrdensicél ide&s which suggest that
two parishes under one Vicar can't share &nd helve their burdens
and share and double thcir joys, ' '

THE P.LRISH PoRTY. There's & change of date, Our Party will now
‘Bec on Friday Jenuery 19th &f thc Church Hz11l, and‘el]l over the
sgo of 15arc- invited. Thé®point of the occaszoﬂ 18 To-mive us
thc chence to gct to know bettcr those with whom We Wwors ship on
cundeys

We are golng to cetcr Tor 100 guests. This me:ns that about
& guartcr of those whosc némcs are on our Electoral Roll will be
expceted. But we skould like to have all 400 .

THE BRIDGE thinks Elsctorél Rolls ere one of the Chureh of Englend's
grcetest failures. They wepresent absolutely nothing, and &re
&n out-of-datc catiloguc which shows up efch yecar at revislon time
thoge who have conspicuously failed in their obligatiors of Church- -
manship, '
But we shall oc obeying the law of the land ar
the cnnual pevisions £t Breding and Yaverland sacr
nothing to prant our twc perishcs showing up thi
pessimist he undoubtcdly is,.

d undecrteking
ly, and therec's
Editor for the

"
1
+
=
S

’ “ gl s - S 3 2 * e ] [ ] o

LITTLE. LLVERSTONE 1s 2 tonic, & higher propertion cf its Inhebit-

antd comc to church then in any othcr part of our two paridnee,

Because the men of the village can't mix milking and afgernoon

church-going we are trylag out a monthly Sunday evening service &t

6,30, beginnihg on Jenusry Tthe. We hope for the JCNEI good turn-out
Thr next cclebraticn of Holy Communion will Deg . lo.15

oh Janus ry O Eh



THE BRADING CHRIDIES .  The Lrustees &nd the Treéprecsentitives

of the Perish Council met before Christmes to distribute the =
Brading Cheritles, «»n accumulétion of fupde mede 1b possible
to provide & ‘Christmos gift for 62 parishionere’

Nemt, yccr thiere wilil of coursc only be o twglvomonth 8
aceumulsticn to dishurse . This means thet aboutl 20 people
onky wiil roecive gifts.

The annucl amount eveileble dees not decrsese, but at
Christmes 1950 the accumulction since Christmes 1947 was .
disposed of, ' =

The trusteces and rcprescntatives aré enxious to avold
undue diseppointmont next Deceomber, &nd thecy heve - -asked
THE BRIDGE to point out thcse fects, &nd to méke it clear
thaet the number of beneflclarles wlll be considerably lesgs
aliab 1L i ¢

Bina

NEW MUBIC 4T YuViﬁLnFDj During sdvent wo used & getting . for

the Holy Communion scrvicc which wos composcd by John Merbecke

(proriounced Marbek)., fThis nmusic is the earliest ever written

for the English GOJMUW¢)H garviee, We ghall be returning to

44 ‘dnl beniby, : '
Merbecke wag & cnorlstar of ot, George's Chtpel, Windsor,

His efforts werec not much thought -ofuby sonc of hisg contesiporear- *

ieg, but to-dcy therc is no more fen@ler setting in parishes -

where the Holy Communion 1s sung.

PRAY ING TOGETHER. Church people in ﬂr'dlno gye Anvited wo- join
the Fraycr Meeting whieh ig being held in the GOH@Tu‘“thﬂ:l
Churehs el aary - Lith ot 2 © 'clock.
Durinz the .gecond wesk in Januery Christisns &1l over :
the world of méany denominatilons prey for the re-unlting of the !
Chrigticn co“munltibs into onc Body - thc true and undivided
Body of Christ.
Note "this date, 2nd even if you cénnot be present; plecse
gay & .prayer for Chylegiicn Unity,at home ihst day,

FROM THE PLRISH REGISTLRS

Holy Baptism

Now.5th I¢n Leslie Dougled - son of Douglae Walter John 2nd
' Lisbeth CaRTER

Dee.lOth Jaguue- Vivian .- son of James Vivien and Christinc

IDiche 2 ' VILLOWED .

Kathleen ann - deughter of Willizm John end Vera Lily HaRWOOD

Buplsais . FOET
Nov .20th Eorothy Lilisn HUDGON (62) Frederick Jemes SMITH (69)
Nov,27th ithel Jessic TERR (72)
Dec.,27th Loure HLNSON (83)
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THEBESE WAY "2 0

By the Bishop qf Wakeﬁcld

to love which we have in St.

Paul’s thirteenth chapter to
the Corinthians, which you will be
considering this year. It is a rather
misleading title. He has been describ-
ing various gifts which enrich the
life of the Church and for which
Christians should strive. There are
the gifts of the apostle, the prophet,
the teacher, the worker of miracles or
healing; all these are desirable. And
then he turns to this new way, the
way of agape or love. ‘A still more
excellent way show I unto you,’ as the
Revised Version puits it.

2 MORE excellent way.”? Such
is the preface to that hymn

In our common life

You can see what this means more
clearly in the context, in which he is
thinking of our common life. BEvery
society will be composed of people
with varying abilities: they will have
different gifts, or as we can popularly
put it, be good at different things.
The health of the society depends
upon all using their own abilities to
the full. They must be encouraged to
give of their best. And yet it so
commonly happens that this serves
to feed their ambitions, breeds a
spirit of selfish competition, and turns
those very things, which were meant
to enrich the common life, into a
source of envy and division. Every
one wants to be principal actor, or to
receive special rewards for work well
done. Only when men are infused with
a desire for the common good, and seek
to serve this, can society thrive.

So it is with the Church. God gives
many different gifts for its life, and
they are unequally given. But it is
like a body, composed of different
organs and functions, healthy only
when each part does its own job well
and harmoniously. Although each

in 1941

soul has its separate life, hid with
Christ in Ged, vet it can never live
out of relationship with the whole
family of the Church. And the spirit

THE BISHOP OF WAKEFIELD

breathing through all must be agapé,
the spirit of loving, selfless service
which leads each to contribute his all.

Every one’s best

That is why love is the pre-
eminently excellent way for us all.
It is basic. We may hold some special
office or function in the community,
or our own gifts of usefulness may be
in the home or neighbourhood; but
we shall do even the right things in
the wrong way if we have not love.
Like a piano out of tune, we shall
spoil even the sweetest melodies. No
gift can be properly used without
love, for the note of pride or envy
can s0 easily creep into our best work.
How right the child was to pray, ‘Make
the bad people good, and the good
people nice!” There is something

unlovely about goodness when it
proceeds from a proud or impersonal
sense of duty.

More than this, love is what every
one can give. It is the way for all, and
upsets all the world’s values about
greatness. The spirit of generous
giving shown in the widow’s mite is
more precious to God and more
valuable to His CHurch than'a muni-
ficent donation which smacks of pat-
ronage and pride. After all, there are
a good many poor widows, and others,
who will be helped by that example,
but there is nothing so edifying to us
in the rich man’s gift which costs him
nothing or the ordeal of the martyr
who likes being made a martyr.

How to find the way

All this time we have assumed that
we know what this love is. It will be
considered more fully in subsequent
articles, and it is not my purpose to
try to define it. Read this thirteenth
chapter carefully. St. Paul’s hymn
carries us away, but it does not try
to explain. We have all seen some-
thing of what he is describing in
Christians we have met. But the
source of his vision goes beyond that:
it is his experience of the Incarnate
Love in Jesus Christ. We can see
that too. The Worker, so patient in
His ministry to people; the Friend, so
free from puffed-up self-righteousness
as He sits down with the publican and
the sinner; the Teacher, understand-
ing all mysteries and all knowledge,
yet bringing these down to the level of
simple hearers; the Pastor, loving His
own unto the end, hoping all things for
His wayward disciples; the Victim,
‘giving His Body to be burned,’ while
forgiving His crucifiers. The whole
chapter comes to life in Him, and is a
lyric of praise to the Spirit of Jesus
Christ made available to His followers
in the fellowship of His Church.
‘Have this mind in you which was
also in Christ Jesus,” urges St. Paul.
And here is the mind and heart of
Jesus, the Excellent Way, which we
are to learn to share with Him.
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THE MAKING OF A PRIEST

By the Rev. Canon G. A. Lewis Lloyd, M.B.E.
I. THE CALL

in Barchester Cathedral, Godfrey
Young was ordained deacon to
Framley Parish Church.

It all began five years ago. God-
frey, invalided out of the army as the
result of having his leg smashed by a
bullet in North Africa, recuperated
quickly and obtained a good post with
an old-established firm in the City.
His home was in North London,
where his father had a small grocery
business, and a good deal of his spare
time was devoted to his parish church,
His experience of leadership as an
N.C.O. made him an invaluable aid
to the vicar both as a Sunday School
teacher and as a Scoutmaster, and he
found more and more of his time
taken up with leading some young
people (and holding others) to Church
membership and ioyalty to our Lord.

][ N the recent Advent ordinations

A Decisive Moment

What proved to be a decisive
moment in his life came on a certain
Trinity Sunday. A deacon was being
ordained to Godfrey’s parish, and a
bus-load from the Church went to the
service, Godfrey was deeply im-
pressed by the searching words of the
preacher, who preached on Isaiah’s
‘Here am I: send me.” He stressed
the privilege of being a pastor to the
faithful and the responsibility of being
an evangelist to all around: and while
the ordinands all listened with
prayerful attention, none did so as
carnestly as Godfrey, to whom every
word seemed personally addressed.
When the service came to its climax
in the consecration of the Sacrament,
he knelt in humble adoration, repeat-
ing again and again to his Lord: ‘Here
am I: send me.’

That night, after the Youth Fellow-
ship had gone home, a rather tired
vicar was approached by Godfrey with
a request for ‘a few minutes.” The
few minutes developed into a full
hour, which was the forerunner of
many similar hours during the next
few weeks. To the vicar, overworked
and often a bit dispirited, to be told
by one of his congregation that he
wanted to offer himself for ordination
was quite one of the most cheering
and refreshing experiences he had

ever had, and was an answer to one
of his most fervent daily prayers,

What do I do next?

Geodfrey, having explained his sense
of being called by God, asked him,
“What do I do next?’” The vicar
answered, ‘Your first step is to go to
C.A.C.T.M.,” which is the Central
Advisory Council of Training for the
Ministry. ‘But surely I haven’t to go
before a selection board, like those
in the Army?’ The vicar smiled. ‘No,
Godfrey, it’s not like that: but there
is a selection board, and a very valu-
able one too. The bishops have to
decide whom to ordain, and they have
very little chance in, say, an hour’s
interview to test the reality of a man’s
vocation; so they have appointed a
number of assessors from the various
dioceses who are called together, five
at a time, to meet the candidates.’

The Training

‘But surely, Vicar, after God has
called me like this, they wouldn’t
reject me?’ ‘I hope not, Godfrey: but
they might. There are several things
to be considered. First, although we
are all called to serve God to the best
of our ability, not every call must be
taken to be one to the ministry.
Nothing could be more tragic than
for a man to be ordained to the priest-
hood and then to find that he had no
true vocation. Then, secondly, if the
Church is to help pay the expenses of
a man’s training, as she does in many
cases, she must make sure that the
money i1s well and wisely spent.
Thirdly, they have to satisfy them-
selves that the man can last the
University and College course.” God-
frey could contain himself no longer:
‘But look, Vicar, I know I’ve a lot to
learn, but I don’t want to waste time
at a University. I should need a few
terms at a Theological College, no
doubt, but I want to get on with the
job. You’ve often said yourself that
we’re desperately short of priests in
the Church. I want to start work just
as soon as I possibly can.” The vicar
shook his head. ‘Now listen, God-
frey, this is most important. I know
perfectly well that a University degree
doesn’t make a man a better parish
priest. Some of our greatest and
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finest had no degree. None the less,
the mental discipline and training of
a University is invaluable to you.

No trouble too great

“If you want to serve God, no trouble
is too great for you to take in fitting
yourself. As to your natural desire to
begin, you will have to learn that the
years spent in training are really quite
essential. Just think; our Lord Him-
self spent thirty years in quiet and
prayerful preparation for a ministry of
only thret years"

On the day of his interview, God-
frey went to Communion early, and
journeyed to Church House in a state
of considerable nervousness. But the
interview was nothing like the terrify-
ing ordeal he had expected. In fact,
his hopes and fears were sympathetic-
ally understood and discussed.

The Question of Money

He himself raised the question of
money: ‘How much would it all cost?’
“Well,” came the answer, ‘with three
years at a University, £900; vacations
and books, say, £100; two years at
Theological College, £400; yes, about
fourteen or fifteen hundred.” Godfrey
was aghast. ‘But I've no hope of
raising half that: I’ve a good job, but
not one in which one can save. DIve
a little money coming in from my
wound pension, but as I’'m practically
fit again, that’ll soon stop, and my
father has practically nothing put by.’
His adviser smiled. ‘Now, don’t get
all worked up. Naturally, we shall
ask you and your parents and your
parish to do all that they can: in your
case, too, it may be possible to get a
grant out of the Army. Burt all the rest
of the cost will be borne by the Church.
That’s why parishes and dioceses are
constantly giving to Ordination Can-
didates’ Funds. No man must be
prevented from ordination by lack of
money. His fitness for the ministry is
the one thing that matters, so I want
you to go before a selection board.
As it happens, a board is meeting next
month and there is a vacant place
owing to one man having withdrawn.
I’ll send you along in his place, and
then we will meet and talk again.’

Godfrey then went back to his
parish, thrilled with the knowledge
that the first step had been taken
along the road which he hoped was
to lead him to the service of Christ in
the sacred ministry of His Church.

(To be continued)

NoTE: The characters in this article do not refer to any living person.
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A Shower of Curates

¢ F late vears,” Charlotte
Bronté wrote just over a
century ago, ‘a shower of

curates has fallen upon the
north of England. They lie

figures quoted by
the Archbishop of
York. ‘For Liver-
pool, Manchester, Southwark, and
London there is only one priest to
over 5,000 people. Hull has one to
7,600, Middlesbrough one to 6.300.’

* * =

thick upon the hills. Every TOPIC FOR The causes include a
parish has one or more of THE tremendous rise in the cost
them.’ MONTH of training a man for the

One or more? Few or
none would more accurately describe
the position to-day. Who does not
know the parish, so typical of our
mid-twentieth-century Church life,
with its one overworked priest?

Changed drastically, then, has been
the situation since Miss Bronté wrote
Shirley. And though ‘crisis’ is an
overwor ked word, it seems fair enough
touse itin describing the situation now.

* * *

Not enough clergy. That is the
pithy way of stating to-day’s problem.
What, in few words, are the facts
about it, the causes of it, and, under
God, the remedies for it?

The facts are that in modern times,
when the population of our country
has grown to the huge figure of forty-
eight million, the number of ordained
clergy of the Church of England has
actually decreased. How grave can be
the result is shown by some recent

ministry. How many of us
know how long, how costly that train-
ingis? They include also the difficulty
in inflationary times of providing a fair
living for the ministry at work.

But these, though important, are
surface causes. Too exclusive an
enumeration of them can, and some-
times does, lead to the false thinking
that surface cures will suffice. The
deeper issue, we would suggest, is
that in the modern world the call to
the adventure of a life spent in the
sacred ministry sounds, like other
calls to other high and hard vocations,
less clearly than it did.

* *® *

That is why, in our view, the long-
term remedy for our shortage of
clergy must begin with far more
prayer and far more concern on the
part of all of us. This must be not
only for the well-being of the sacred
ministry, but also for a reinstating in

3

many minds and hearts of a truer
sense of the glory and the splendour
appertaining to the life of even the
humblest priest of God.

Once that is done, the men and the
money will be forthcoming. But
prayer is the first need: prayer that the
call to be fishers of men shall be heard
more clearly: prayer that there shall
be more parents within our Church
who will give every encouragement
to their sons to enter her ministry.

* * *

This, we suggest, is the long-term
way to that ‘shower of curates’ we
need so badly. To our forebears the
cause of the sacred ministry was one
which they cherished. Can we afford
to do less? SIGNET

THE KALENDAR

JANUARY, 1951

1 M. Circumcision of our
Lord.

6 S. Epiphany of our Lord.
7 8. First Sunday after
Epiphany.

8 M. Lucian, P.M.,, ¢, 312,
13 8. Hilary, B.D., 368.
14 S. Second after Epiphany
17 W. AntonyofEgypt,Ab.,356.
18 Th. Prisca, V.M., 265.
19 F. Wulfstan, B., 1095.
20 S. Fabian, B.M., 250.
21 S. Septuagesima.

Agnes, V.M., c. 304
22 M. Vincent, Dn.M., c. 304.
25 Th. Conversion of St. Paul.
26 . Polycarp, B.M., c. 155, *
27S. 10237 Chrysostom, B.D.,
28 §. Sexagesima.
30 Tu. [King Charles, M.]

LucIAN, PRIEST AND MARTYR

St. Lucian spent most of his life
at Antioch, in Syria. He published
a revised Greek version of the Old
Testament which was afterwards
used by St. Jerome.

During a persecution he was
tortured by having his legs dis-
located at the hip, and was left to
starve to death. On the Epiphany,
after he had lingered fourteen
days, and being unable to sit or
stand, he celebrated Holy Commu-
nion using his breast as an altar.

Next day Roman soldiers came
to see if he were still alive. He
died as they looked at him, saying
three times, ‘I am a Christian.’

Days of fasting, or abstinence:
Fridays, 5, 12, 19 and 26,
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THE RIDDLE OF THE RANGE
A Parable for Boys and Girls
By John Lastingham

LL this happened because Paul
disobeyed an order. But
perhaps we had better begin
at the beginning and see how

the whole exciting thing came to
happen at all.

The first person to notice is Uncle
Michael, who has a red, healthy face
as though he has spent a lot of his
time in especially fresh, fresh air, as
in fact he has, because for a long time
he was a Chaplain in the Navy. He
has a church down by the water at
Withybourne, so that he can live by
the sea even though he doesn’t any
longer sail on it.

And the second person to notice is
Paul, who, as I have said, disobeyed
an order, which was a very serious
thing, especially as it was' given by
Uncle Michael himself. But more
about that in a moment, because there
is a third person waiting 10 be noticed,
and that is Pat. It isn’t enough just
to tcll you that Pat is Paul’s sister.
because she is his twin as well, and
has been for ten years, which has
always meant that what Paul does Pat
does also, and the other way on, too.

So. although it was only Paul who
was ill during the winter, he and Pat
went down to Withybourne together
as usual to stay with Uncle Michael
in his big vicarage, so that Paul could
be bucked up by the extra fresh, fresh
air that always seemed to be snoring
in- the dunes, and breathing hoarsely
down people’s chimneys, like the
ghost of an old seaman trying to get
in. It’s very important to remember
that Paul had been ill, because I think
that’s perhaps what made him act so
crossly later on. Anyway, you’ll see.

Well, one of the first things Paul
did was to look for the binoculars that
lived in a corner of the dining-room’s
bay window, in Uncle Michael’s
house. They were still there. He
trained them on the great sweep of sea
below and twiddled the centre screw
for focus, as he remembered doing the
summer before.

Instantly all sorts of thrilling things
sprang into view. The tide was full
out, and the waves at its edge, just
crinkling lines of white to the eye,
became alive in the binoculars.
Specks became gulls, so that he could
almost fancy he could hear them
calling as they hovered. And then he
lifted the glasses further to the distant
sandbank whose yellow back was stick-
ing up like the flank of a great beast.

He gave a gasp, because he had
seen something very important.

‘What is it, Paul? Do let me have
agol

He passed the glasses to Pat, and
she gasped too. ‘It’s a shipl’

Is it wrecked, Uncle Michael?

‘Is it wrecked, Uncle Michael?’

“What’s it doing there?’

“What are those flat things?’

Uncle Michael took his pipe out of
his mouth. ‘Danish cargo ship,” he

From the Church’s Kalendar
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said. He always knew about things
like that. ‘She went aground there
during the big gale last month, with
thousands and thousands of pounds
worth of stuff aboard her. Now they’'re
busy on salvage. Those flat things
alongside are lighters, bringing off
cargo.’

‘What do they do with it then?’

‘It goes to the Customs people.’

“Won’t any one have any of it?’

‘Not at first. If they did it would
be smuggling. Come on, let’s get
down to things. Your grub’s ready in
the galley.’

He really meant in the kitchen, of
course, but he always talked like that,
as if everything was in a ship.

So Paul and Pat ate their lunch in
the galley, and Paul asked with his
mouth full:

‘Uncle Michael, can we go out this
afternoon?’

Uncle Michael didn’t answer until
Paul had chewed and swallowed and
asked again. Then he said politely:

‘Why not?’

“We'll watch them bringing in that
stuff off the wreck,” Paul said, ‘and
then we’ll go on the dunes. We’'ll run
up and down them for hours and
hours. Won’t we, Pat?’

‘Rather !’

‘Nothing doing,’ said Uncle Michael.

The twins could only stare at him.

“You mean we—can't go on the
dunes, Uncle Michael?’

It meant a terrible lot to them, the
answer to that question, There were
all sorts of reasons why the dunes were
such a marvellous place—so mar-
vellous that you remembered them
long after you'd left Withybourne and
had forgotten most other things.

[Wro ARE YJEWS, THEYRE GOING TO DAMASCUS TO

ESE FOLK | | 1qui,
INEoeH & QUIDATE THE NAZARENES THERE .

ANANIAS 15 SENT BY
THE LORD YO VIS

THE F\NE F
T _SAUL.

ANANIAS,

SEE THAT
LIGHT ON SAUL-§
WHAT CAN

[
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For the dunes were lonely. No one
ever went there. And the only sounds
which broke the silence there were the
gulls, squeaking like hinges needing
oil, and waves talking far off where
the dunes gave on to the sea. You
could walk miles on the dunes in bare
feet and then find your way back by
your own footmarks going up and
down over the sandy hills topped
with spiky grass. And, above all, in
the middle of the dunes was a secret
thing.

The twins had found it the summer
before. It was a long, low building,
once used for keeping coastguards’
rocket apparatus, but long since
abandoned. The wind used to rattle
its corrugated iron roof, and there
were never any one else’s footmarks
going to its crazy door, Paul and Pat
had loved the shed, and had left an
old tobacco tin there the summer
before with a piece of chocolate in case
they ever got lost and were starving.

And now, of course, they wanted
more than anything else in the world
to go back and sce if the tin was still
there.

But Uncle Michael was shaking his
head. ‘Sorry, but you can’t. The
dunes are definitely out-of-bounds to
all ship’s company. The military have
the dunes as a range now. They shoot
over them. and as no one can tell when
they start you’d better keep away.
Both of you. And that’s an order,
understand?’

Pat said, ‘Oh yes,” and meant it.
But Paul didn’t say anything. He was
thinking.

(To be continued)
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3496. What is the meaning of Epi-
phany and why is the festival kept?

It means ‘Coming to Light,” ‘Coming
into View,’ ‘Appearing,’ or, if vou like,
‘Manifestation.” Applied to our Lord
the term signifies the making clear that
He Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost
and born of the Virgin Mary was in truth
‘God manifest in the flesh’ (1 77m. iii. 16).

At Christmas we think chiefly of the
Godhead of the Incarnate Lord. At
Epiphany the Church seeks to present to
our minds the further fact that this In-
carnate Son of God revealed His divine
glory and disclosed His divine nature to
mankind.

3497. Why is it that there are no
meal-time prayers, such as ‘Grace
before Meals’ and ‘Thanksgiving at
the Close of a Meal,’ in the Book of
Common Prayer?

Because the Book of Common Prayer
was constructed as a book for public
worship, although, as a fact, people often
use the psalms and collects and other
prayers for private devotion. None the
less, we cannot help feeling that vour
question raises a valuable point. Perhaps
some day there might be a ‘private devo-
tions supplement’ to the Book of Common
Prayer, in which case no doubt those
which you have in mind would find a
place, Meanwhile, of course, vou will
find excellent examples in most antho-
logies of prayer.

3498, I have always believed that a
difference of three years exists be-
tween the actual birth of Christ and
the date Anne Domini. Is this true?

It is true; but it would take more space
than we can afford to explain the mistake
made by some writers, even as early as
the sixth century, in their attempts to
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BROTHER SAUL THE LORD, EVEN
JESUS, THAT APPEARED UNTO
YOU IN THE WAY AS YOU CAME,
HATH SENT ME THAT YOU MIGHT
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A PRIZE of 10s. 6d. is offered each month
for the question of most general interest
to Church people. A payment of 55 will
be made for each additional question
published. Names will be printed unless a 1
request is made to the contrary, and in all
cases names and addresses must be given.

All questions to QUERY CORNER, 28
Margarer Street, London, W.1, whether
published or not, will be answered by post
if accompanied by a stamped addressed
envelope.

solve the problem about the birth of our
Lord. You have touched here upon a
very interesting subject and we wish we
could let ourselves go on it. However,
failing that, we suggest y: 1 do a little
research for vourself. You will find the
whole subject treated in full in the article
called ‘The Chronology of the New
Testament’ in A New Commentary on
Holy Scripture, edited by Bishop Gore,
and also in Hastings’ Dictionary aof the
Bible, You are almost certain to find these
well-known books in your public library.

3499, Are there any laws relating
to the ringing of church bells? In
this district (Cheshire) only the
Church of England does this. What
is the position elsewhere?

The ringing of bells to summon people
to divine worship is permitted to places of
worship of the Church of England. In
legal language, this bell-ringing is per-
missive but not compulsory, which means
that a church can ring its bells if it wants
to, but doesn’t have to if it doesn’t want
t>. Permission to ring does not extend
t> Nonconformist places of worship. As
tae Church in Wales and the Scottish
Episcopal Church are not established, the
law we have mentioned would not extend
to them, so that the ringing of bells would
be governed by their own regulations.

Bells have been used to summon wor-
shippers to church at least from the sixth
century.

3500. I contribute to our Free-Will
Offering Scheme by banker’s order.
The names of subscribers are, quite
rightly, not published. If other
churchgoers see I apparently make
no customary gifts to the collections
may not this set a bad example ?

We appreciate your difficulty. In some
churches Free-Will Offering envelopes
are placed in a box at the door, and no
collections are taken during Mattins or
Evensong, Where this arrangement is
possible it is to be commended. If
collections are maintained, as in your own
church, we suggest that you give a
banker’s order for the greater part of
your contribution, adding a smaller
amount in the collection.

The only service at which the Prayer
Book directs that a collection should be
made is the Holy Communion, and this
custom should always be observed.



CHAPTER 1
THE HEIRESS

ACK COCKBURN, junior
partnér in the old-established
firm of Cockburn, Cox, and
Cockburn, Solicitors, walked
into his father’s room one
morning in April. John Cockburn,
Senior, was seated at his desk, his keen
eyes intent on the papers spread out
before him. He looked up quickly.

‘Morning, Jack. Anything special?’

‘Nothing new, I think. So the
heiress has come up to town. I con-
fess to curiosity about such a very
lucky young woman. Will she know
how to use so much money?’

‘I should doubt it,” his father said
deliberately. ‘She was a very ordin-
ary, insignificant little thing sofar as I
remember. She has had an extraordin-
ary upbringing, and she’s not so young
either—must be getting on for forty.’

‘It is a good many years since vou
last saw her, isn’t it?’

“Yes; she was only a child then and
she had been with her great-uncle for
about two years. I couldn’t stand old
Reuben. I liked Tom, her father.’

‘Killed in an accident, wasn’t he?’

“Yes. I must do what I can for her.
I don’t expect she will have an idea
what to plan for herself after the way
she has had to live, deing nothing—
seeing nobody.’

A clerk came into the room.

‘Miss Lovejoy, Mr. Cockburn.’

‘Show her in here, I should prefer
to see her alone, Jack.’

The son’s eyes twinkled. ‘The
governor fancies himself playing the
heavy father,” he thought to himself.
He moved in leisurely fashion towards
the door which led to his own room,
but he stayed long enough to satisfy
his curiosity. Thomasine Lovejoy
was no beauty, but certainly shz was
not insignificant and she looked as
though she had a mind of her own.
She was tall and slim, and she carried
herself with a certain quiet dignity.
Her head was well set on her shoul-
ders, her complexion pale, her
features not particularly regular. He
had time to notice that she had the
slichtly pronounced Lovejoy nose,
and thoughtful grey eyes which were
almost beautiful. His father had risen
on her entrance.

‘I am glad to see you, Miss Lovejoy.
I had a great regard for your father,
and I hope that you will allow me to
do anything in my power to be of
service to you.’

Jack shut the door. He would like

THE SIGN

'EN D H H G O N A&er/ag Stor
ADVENTURE #ddenlincolf

to have heard how the heiress received
his father’s carefully prepared little
speech of welcome,

Thomasine bowed slightly and then,
after a momentary hesitation, she held
out her hand. i

‘Thank you. There is a great deal
that I want you to be kind enough to
do for me.’

Mr. Cockburn shook hands and
then drew forward a chair for her
before retreating behind the bulwark
of his desk.

‘1 was exceedingly sorry that I was
unable to attend Mr. Lovejoy’s
funeral. I had intended travelling to
Graystoke this week, but you have
forestalled me.’

‘I wanted to come to London for
some shopping, so I thought I would
call on you at the same time.’

Mr. Cockburn bowed again. ‘We
have everything well in hand. The
will leaves vou so completely your
own mistress that it simplifies matters
considerably. As you will have
noticed, with the exception of the few
legacies to old servants, yours is the
only name mentioned.’

‘It seems strange to me that my
uncle should have kept me in such
complete ignorance of his affairs,
and then left me free to do what
I like with his property.’

‘He evidently formed a good
opinion of your judgement.’

Thomasine ignored the implied
compliment.

‘I am right in believing that I am
not tied down in any way?’

“You are complete mistress of
Graystoke and of a considerable, a
very considerable, amount of money;
but I suppose you have scarcely had
time to consider your position nor to
make plans of any kind as yet, Miss
Lovejoy.’

‘I know exactly what I want to do, as
a start,” Thomasine countered quictly.

‘Indeed’ The old gentleman
looked a little taken aback. ‘I shall be
most happy to help and advise you.’

‘In the first place I want you to sell
Graystoke for me. I dislike the house
and its surroundings and I do not
wish to go on living there.’

Mr. Cockburn was too completely
master of himself for his face to
register the amazement he felt. There
was the briefest possible pause. Then
he said slowly, ‘Have you fully con-
sidered the consequences of such an
irrevocable step? Graystoke is a
remarkably fine property.’

“Yes, I have weighed all the pros
and cons,” Thomasine said with great
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deliberation, ‘and my mind is made up.
There is one other matter in which I
need your help. The pensions for the
staffare quite inadequate, inmyopinion,
and I want to augment some of them.’

“That is very generous of you, Miss
Lovejoy.’

‘Not at all,” came the steady reply.
‘Mrs. Robinson has been my own
maid for many years, and 1 have a
great regard for her. She married the
butler, as you possibly know, and I
want to make it possible for them to
retire in comfort.”

‘Will you not want to retain them in
your own service in these days when it
is so difficult to get a satisfactory staff?’

‘No; I feel they have earned rest
and retirement.’

Thomasine spoke very quietly, but
she shut her mouth with an air of
determination, and a sudden vibration
of a chord of memory took Mr.
Cockburn back over the years to a
day when he had seen her father close
his mouth in a similar manner. ‘Yes, I
remember,’ he said to himself, ‘It was
the time when old Reuben opposed
Tom’s marriage so unreasonably.’

‘Have you any definite figures in
your mind?’

‘Yes, but I want your advice on
certain points.’

There was a little more discussion
and then Thomasine rose to go. As
he bowed her ceremoniocusly out of
his office, Mr. Cockburn was mutter-
ing to himself, ‘Not in the least what
I expected. Really rather a remark-
able young woman.’

CHAPTER 1II -
THE OLD HOME

HE Thomasine who returned

to Graystoke two days later

was a different person from

the self-possessed woman in
the lawyer’s office. Not that her com-
posure deserted her; but with those
who had known her so long she was
simple and friendly, although never
lacking in dignity. A quick smile of
welcome greeted Jackson, the chauf-
feur, who met her at the station. He
was an elderly man, who had spent half
a lifetime in Mr. Lovejoy’s service.

‘Drive me round by the church and
drop me there,’ she said. ‘I will walk
back across the park; but will you
please tell Mrs. Robinson I have
arrived and I shall be in soon?’

The village church was a small
Norman building, beautiful in its
severe simplicity. Thomasine loved
every stone of it, and suddenly it came
to her how much she would miss the
devotional atmesphere which had
been the centre of her life for so
many years. She slipped into a pew
and knelt down for a short time,
scarcely praying consciously, but

(continued on page 8)
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refreshing her spirit in the silence.
Then she rose and started her brisk
walk across the park to Graystoke.

The door was opened to her by
Robinson, the butler, whose old age
she was determined to make comfort-
able. He was a tall, spare man, with
a thin, lantern-jawed face.

‘Home again, you see, Robinson,
and with a great deal I want to tell
Mercy. Ask her to come up to my
room, will you?’

‘Certainly, Miss Thomasine.’

The old man’s face was impassive
and unemotional, yet a stranger might
have guessed from his.tone of voice
that, in common with every old
servant at Graystoke, he adored quiet,
reserved Thomasine. Mrs. Robinson
was many years younger than her
husband, and she would always be
Mercy to the mustress whom she had
served devotedly for over twenty
vears. She was a short, plump woman,
with a plain, eminently sensible face
from which the hair was drawn back
tightly and primly. Kindly eves and
an obstinate mouth seemed almost to
belie each other, but when she smiled,
which she rarely did, the whole
appearance seemed in harmony with
the expression of her eyes. Of course
she had been watching and listening,
though her dignity would never have
allowed her to say so, and she arrived
in a very short space of time in
Thomasine’s own little sitting-room,
The girl’s composure nearly deserted
her as she threw herself into Mercy’s
arms, kissing her eagerly.

‘My lamb,” Mercy said, patting her
shoulder gently, ‘you must be tired
out. Shall I order some tea for you?’

‘T want to talk to you first. Come
and sit down and I’ll tell you every-
thing,’ Thomasine said, pulling her-
self together with an effort. “You
must be thinking me silly, Mercy, but
it was so good to see your dear face
after all the strange ones in London.’

‘I understand,” came the prompt
reply in dry tones. Mercy seldom
showed her feelings, and now she felt
almost ashamed of her momentary
display of tenderness, for after all her
own Miss Thomasine was Miss Love-
joy of Graystoke now.

‘You did all your business satis-
factorily, Miss Thomasine?’ she went
on to inquire,

‘Yes, 1 think so. I have bought
some new clothes, which T must show
you afterwards. 1 stayed at that quiet
little hotel you told me about, and I
was quite comfortable.’

‘I knew it was a place where ladies
used to put up, so I hoped it would
be all right.’

‘I saw Mr. Cockburn and I am
afraid I surprised and disappointed
him. I could tell that he expected a
helpless creature, who appealed to
him for everything. I don’t think he

THE SIGN

approved of my ideas, but, of course,
he agreed to carry them out, and I do
hope he never suspected how terrified
I really felt. Wasn’t it queer? I
seemed to hear Uncle Reuben’s voice,

‘that cold, sarcastic voice which used to

frighten me so when I was a little girl.”
“Yes, I remember. You haven't

had an easy life, my dearie.’
Thomasine laughed, a dry, nervous

laugh. ‘No, I certainly have nort.

Well, I have arranged to sell Gray-
stoke, as I told you I should, and I
have asked Mr. Cockburn to see to
one or two other maiters for me.
Jackson’s legacy is to be doubled and,
Mercy dear, you and Robinson can
have your dream cottage and the

‘Drive me round by the church
and drop me there, she said,

piece of ground where he will grow
all the fruit and vegetables. You will
have a room for me so that I can come
and stay with you sometimes?’

Mercy’s face was working., ‘I don’t
know if we shall have a room suitable
for you, Miss Thomasine; and anyway,
I doubt if we can afford a cottage.’

‘But you can,” Thomasine persisted.
‘I have arranged it all, and you surely
won’t disappoint me.’

‘How do you mean?’

“You will let me increase Uncle
Reuben’s legacy to you, just as I am
adding to Jackson’s. It seems I shall
have quite a lot of money.’

There was a long silence and
Thomasine’s face began to wear an
anxious expression. She knew some-
thing of Mercy’s pride and obstinacy.
Then Mercy spoke, and, characteris-
tically, what she said was brief and to
the point.

“You are the one person alive from
whom I would take almost anything,
Miss Thomasine. We have not got
chick or child of our own and you
have been my first thought all these
years—yes, it’s true; Benjamin has
been almost jealous of you.’

“You and Mr. Christmas gave me
all the happiness I ever had,’ Thomas-
ine said. ‘There is only one way I can

Fanuary, 1951

show my gratitude and I don’t know
what I shall do if you refuse me.’

‘I won’t, and you shall have your
little room.’

Mercy rose slowly to her feet, came
to Thomasine’s side, and gave her a
kiss. ‘“That is my thanks to my
dearie. Benjamin must try to tell
Miss Lovejoy how grateful we are.’

They both Jaughed nervously, then
Mercy went on quickly, ‘Mrs. Christ-
mas sentamessage tosay she wanted you
to choose some books as keepsakes.’

“That is kind of her. I will go over
to the Vicarage to-morrow.’

Mrs. Christmas was the widow of
the late vicar, who had passed to his
rest only a week after old Mr. Love-
joy. He had played a large part in
Thomasine’s life; for he had given
her the Church teaching which had
helped to make her religion strong
and sincere, and he had lent her
books, discussing them with her and
s0 bringing interest into her lonely
days. There was a pause. Mercy
broke the silence, saying hesitantly,

“You are quite sure you want to
leave your old home?’

‘Quite sure. New perhaps you will
order me some tea. 10-mOrrow we
must start turning out.’

Difficult things are best done
quickly, and somehow Thomasine
realized that, despite her very limited
experience. The days which followed
were full of hard work, and in a fort-
night’s time everything was arranged.

‘I dislike the idea of your going away
all by yourself,” Mercy said at the last.

‘Don’t worry. I will write to you
often. Perhaps you will hardly under-
stand, but in all my life I have never
been able to go where I liked or to
do what I preferred. I have told you
how I feel that I must have something
young in my life. I know nothing
whatever about babies; but I think
I might manage a little girl, and
perhaps even take her about with me
for a few months before 1 settle
down. I have heard of an orphanage
at Bentham, so 1 have made an
appointment with the matron and I
am going there first of all.’

‘God go with you, Miss Thomasine.’

So it came about that Thomasine
arrived, tired, secretly bewildered,
and feeling strangely unlike herself,
at a small town which she had never
visited before. She drove straight to
a private hotel.

‘I want a room for a few nights,
she said to a young, strikingly pretty
girl in the little office.

‘Yes; number ten is free. Would
you like to see it? Let me carry your
case, and the porter will take up the
heavy luggage if you decide to stay.”

Thomasine felt her heart warm to
the girl’s youth and her pleasant
manner.

(To be continued)
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