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PARISH DIARY FOR MAY

i Th., StL.PHILIE & sSt.JaMBES, APCSTLES
Young Wives' Fellowship
2, i Athanasius, Bishop and Doctor HE

— Spegker, Mrs Porr
Bl

L 2 3rd SUNDAY after EASTER Children's gervice (B) 3
; Evensong (&) 7

Gon s 5t .JOHN EVANGELIST, ante portam Latinam

3 W. oY) 8280 ()= 1e.15 Diocegan Conference, Ryde, 10.45

8% The —HBO<(B) 10g15 Motherg'! Union sdnission Service

' Brading Church 3, followed by
Summer Party at the Vicarage.
Parish Fellowship (CH) 7

11, S. Ath SUNDAY after E4STER HE 1B) 12.15
a5 w. Howe (V). 8

15, Th. Parish Fellowship Working Party (V) 7
165 % HE (BT

13, 5. ROGATION SUNDALY Evensong (4) 3.15

To8 . M Rogatlon Day Dunstan, srehbishop of Canterbury

20% da Rozation D ¥y Archideadonry "M, Udservice, 411 Saints, )
' Ryde 3 2

2l. W, Rogaticn Day RO (¥F) B
22, Th, « ASCENSION DAY HC (B ¥ amd 40,15

e
e e

24. B8a, Gulild ef Fricnds of Ponptemouth Cathe€drel” Annudl™ Bervice,)
Cathedral 2.30 )

25, o SUNDAY affer LSCENSION  Aldhelm, Bishop

26, M. suzustine, fist Bishop of Canterbury

e e Venerable Bede, Presbyter and Doctor

86 W BC (Y B
29. Th, Parish Fellowship Coesch Tour
50— PraeHC (BT

1. The Diary shows additional Sunday Services and all wegk-=day
celebrations of. the Holy Communion

2+ Mattins and Evensong ere said daily as advertised on the
notices in the Church porches. 2

3. Arrangements for Beptisms, Churchings, Banns: etc. ghould be
mede with the Clergy :

S4INT OF THE MONTH. St.John ante portam Latinem, May 6th
This Festival was instituted to commemoreste the tradional

deliverance of St.John thesipostls from belns done to desth in &
cauddron of boiling oll outside the Latin Gaté of Roue,

One of the earliest and most glorious of the churches of the city
of Rome wazs bullt upon the spot associsted with the apostle's
deliverance., (Continued on page 4)



PARIGH NOTES

SPRING. The Editor, looking up et the old watchdog of Breading,
already established im his summer quarters before EZaster, felt
sure we were in for g good spell of April weather, and so 1t has
proved.,

The Island's best commodity 1e the untaxable, free for all,
loveliness of spring. Only one thing mers the besuty of the downs
and lanes op a sunny day, and that's the common paper bag and his
vulger little associate, the cizarette packet, and his even more
recent couslin, thé lce-cregm certon.

UﬂtldlﬂCnﬁ is 51mplr a form of lack of self-control and ths
e of-oersonel discipline. Isn't it really Just a case of

ing the countryside as though it were your own g:rﬂcn s '
Lt?‘% all, vieitors and locals alike, meke 1952 a clean

es 11 28, Wwe hope, fine one, We shall =21l enjoy it the
:' G g :

it

m

is over., For Brading and
n of goodwill, At Yaverland
eyner azain took on office

Jarden c i roal; rec-clected and
a3 do cEpe
At Bradingsile, Carter 1uook over sfflceyes Victr‘“ warden in
lieu of Mr, Hell, =nd Mr. Bsrton wes rc-clectcd people's warden.

There wcre einunkcr of chanzed on the Counell,®and we are now left..
with a predominently malc council. Thioals uﬂueusl in churoh
councils and thcrefore worpthy of. comment. : : : :

Mr ., Hgil's resignetion weos received by the wmceting with a @decp
scn%u ef grakitade’ for yoers of most fsithful and selflesg servicec, .

Wo think 1t 5+J0Gt worth recording thet politiecs play no Part
in elections to ‘church councils, since the disease - and it is &
disesse in loegzl governiament in our oplnion - hag now spreead to
cleciione to pDorishieduncils,

It Becomes leerceslng ™y difficulbtostake lochl 'ovcrnnew+
serileusly If even perich councillore must fleunt their politice to
the clectorste, Whet zood can it do .the community to suppose thet
gne must,be @ Tory or o Soelallst or: = Licrel Bciore ‘olic-gan
edequately esttend to villasge drains, footpaths and lighting ? We
went the best local men znd women to mansze local affeirs, and don't
g£ive 8 rap ferstheir poditicse. :

.

CONFERENCZ. The Portsmouth Diocesan Gonference comes to the Islpnd
on May Tth. Quite apart from the plessant trip which this 1nvolves
for those who live on the mesinland, there 1s a velue in this
occagional visit to the hrchdecconry of «the Isile. of Wight, for it
reminds us thet we belong to the diocese, and the malnanders theat
the Island is closely linked with them;in churicn "gf farrs,

PUNCHING THE VICAR, The Admiral had to pay £20 for tsking a swipe
at the Vieer. The Court fined' him. Reesding the absorbing account
in the press we felt how dull life ig 1n our parishes, and we are
tempted to suzgest e possible way to raise money for church repeirs.




One swipe at the Vicar costs you £20, @ good crscksat
Mr, Btrcet for say, £10, snd a five-pound notc to let off stecam
at the descon. If we can't soon sell St.Cstherine's we may have

to think sbout a scheme of this sort.

SIN is a little word with an ugly meaning. The uzliest sin is not
to think sin is reaslly ugly =t &ll. If you don't think it very
wrong to lie and pinch and cheat and corrupt and gosslp malicliously
then you have been gotten hold of by a dlsease which 1s far more
deedly than cancer.,

There's only one roemedy for sin, It's the heeling power of
the saving Blood of Jesus.

ASCENSION DAY falls this year on Mey 22nd. The message of this i
greet Dey is "Christ rcizns." Where 9 In the hesrts of men, in
the midst of His Church, on His heavenly Throne, Claim Him as
your King, let Him Mulc yourglife;

The Holy Commun:ion, when the faithful are invited to receive
the King into their hearts, will be celebrested at Bradinzg at 7 and
185,

POBSTCRIPT froa the Pressy.

Four stuffcd owls have been placcd aiong
the rafters in Bourne, Lincolnshire,
pParish. church, to scare away bests,

We showed this cutting to a friend who -sz2id "Why, K not leave them in
thelr ‘usual pcws 2" We don't profeéss to know =bout Bourne, but in
Breding-and Yeverland ore of the great POyl —Pecent “lonths Was
been the way in which every member; 6f “the congregetfon secas to
have been teking a real part in the services., Don't ever let us
be thought of as stuffed owls,
- "PONT IFEX"
= FROM THEHE PARISH REGISTERS :
Baptism at Brading T
Merch 2nd Victor John, son of Victor ‘Albert George
and Patricia DERBRIDGE

Marriage at Breding
Frank Salmon WOOLSTON znd
Vecra Louise BEESTON

Burials ‘
Februery 13th  Devid Williawm:SMITH (15)
March 28th Francis James ‘COLLEN  (65)
March 29th Charles: PURSEY (72)
April Ath Jene  STRRILL -} (72)
Avril 26th Elizabeth Mary CROCKFORD  (81)
Avril 29th Willlem Georze BERRYMAN (73)

SAINT OF THE MONTH (Cont.,) \
It ds79 seemly thinz to express our thenks to God by gifte to
beautlify the Church where He ig worshipped.

™~
—
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THE OXFORD MOVEMENT

THEN AND NOW

By the Rev. H. J. Carpenter, Warden gf Keble College, OJ_(ford
I. HOW THE MOVEMENT BEGAN

HE Ozxford Movement re-

ceived its name from the fact

that it began in the University
of Oxford in the year 1833. It took
the Church of England by surprise,
for it was hardly expected that the
University of those days would pro-
duce a religious revival of any kind,
much less a revival which would
spread to town and country parishes
and affect the lives and worship of
people all over the land. The leaders
were learned men prominent in the
narrow circle of Oxford scholars but
hardly known at all outside it. John
Keble was perhaps an exception, for
he had already in 1827 published a
book of religious poems, The Christian
Year, which was beginning to be
widely read. Of the other two leaders
John Henry Newman was a Fellow of
Oriel College and Vicar of St. Mary’s,
the University Church, and Edward
Pusey was Professor of Hebrew in the
University, a distinction which he had
reached at the early age of twenty-eight
in the year 1828. Twelve years after
the Movement began, Newman was
received into the Roman Church,
leaving Keble and Pusey with their
unshakeable loyalty to the Church of
England as the acknowledged leaders
for the rest of their lives, Keble died
in 1866, having been for the greater
part of his life in charge of a country
parish, and Pusey died in 1882 still a
professor in the University.

Getting the Message Across

How did these men get their
message across to the rank and file of
the clergy and people? Each of them
in the course of his life wrote many
books which gave the solid support

of learning to their principles. New-
man in the early days, and Pusey all
through his life, were able to influence
young men who were studying in
Oxford. But the Movement made its

JOHN KEBLE

first impact on the Church through
the Tracts for the Times (and so its
supporters were sometimes called
Tractarians). Ninety of these tracts
were published between 1833 and
1841. Some were short pamphlets
and others were of the size of a small
book. Of some of them many
thousands of copies were sold and
eagerly read in vicarages and educated
homes up and down the country.
The tracts at once stirred the minds
of clergy and lay people who were
unhappy about the state of the
Church.

In the previous century John
Wesley’s Methodist Movement had
begun within the Church of England,
but by the beginning of the nineteenth
century the Methodists had formed

.Church depends for

a separate society, leaving the Evan-
gelical Movement to carry forward in
the Church of England some of the
principles for which the early Metho-
dists had stood. Great as was the
spiritual revival due to the Evangeli-
cals in the early nineteenth century,
their emphasis on the need for every
individual to undergo the experience
of conversion seemed to many Church
people to be one-sided; it said a great
deal about the experience of the indi-
vidual Christian, but overlooked the
place of the Church as a corporate
body in the divine plan of salvation.
To many who could not be satisfied
with the Evangelical revival the mes-
sage of the Tractarians came like a
new revelation. And it came at a time
when the Church was facing the
dangers of criticism and attack from
outside and of slackness inside.

But the authors of the tracts did not
claim to be saying anything new, still
less anything invented by themselves.

Catholic and Apostolic

Perhaps it should be said at once
that Keble and Pusey were not con-
cerned with the use of ceremonial in
the Church services. That stage was
to come later in the history of the
Movement. Their chief concern was
with the familiar phrase of the Creed,
‘I believe one Catholic and Apostolic
Church.” Here is one of the funda-
mental articles of our faith. What
does the Church of England mean by
it? Clearly, said the Tractarians, the
Church of England believes itself to
be part of the one Catholic and
Apostolic Church. Now that Church
was founded by our Lord, Who gave
to it everything that makes it a true
Church, its faith, its ministry, its
sacraments, its rule of life. We must
not then suppose that our English
its essential
character on the fact that it is ‘estab-
lished’ and recognized by the State.
The government might decide to
disestablish the Church of England,

(Continued on page 35)



HE ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN

THE SIGN

By the Rev. Canon lan White-Thomson

£ E do believe,” says the

Collect for Ascension

Day, ‘that our Lord has
ascended into the heavens.” There is
something very refreshing about this
collect. None of your ‘After careful
consideration of all the relevant facts
we have reached the tentative con-
clusion that’ or ‘Though scientifically
there can be no proof one way or the
other, we venture to assert that.” Nor
does the word ‘understanding’ appear
anywhere. But simply “We do believe
Thy only-begotten Son to have
ascended into the heavens’—that is,
that in a manner which left no doubt
at all in the minds of the disciples,
the incarnate life was ended.

Put yourself in the place of the
disciples for a moment. For some
forty days they had seen their Lord
and Master, the same as He always
was, and yet different in that He
was in one sense no longer depen-
dent upon time and space. He could
and did appear and disappear at
will. Yet in another sense He was
still dependent upon time and space
in that He could only appear in one
place at one time. Now this self-
limitation was a necessary part of
God’s whole plan of redemption;
necessary, that is, for those first dis-
ciples. Completely shattered by the
events of Good Friday, their faith
was gradually and wonderfully
restored by seeing their Master alive
again. So by easy stages their hearts
and minds were prepared for the day
when the appearances would cease and
the promise of a new relationship
with their Master would be fulfilled.

‘I Will Not Leave You Desolate’

The words ‘I will not leave you
desolate: 1 come unto you’ echoed in
their ears. But how was our Lord to
indicate to His followers that the
appearances were coming to an end;
how to strike the note of finality in
a way which they would understand?
This is a really important point, and
a strictly practical one—°I go unto the
Father.” How? Now we must realize
that those who witnessed the Ascen-
sion would undoubtedly have regarded
the earth as flat and heaven as a place
above their heads. They supposed
that our Lord travelled there through
space. Such a mental picture pre-

sented no difficulties to reason then

or for manwcenturizs to come. But

even though such a naive conception
is impossible for us to-day, it is not
in the least a vital part of the Christian
faith. For what matters is not the out-
ward and visible method of our Lord’s
return, but the spiritual significance.

Raphael

A Cloud on the Hillside

What does the Bible tell us of the
former in Acts i. 92 ‘As they were
looking, He was taken up; and a cloud
received Him out of their sight” A
cloud on the hillside above where He
and His disciples were standing into
which He rose. That is all. Three of
the disciples would remember a
previous occasion on a mountain-side,
the mount of Transfiguration, when
our Lord entered into a cloud and,
when the cloud passed away, He was
still with them, Now He entered the
cloud and He did not return. As one
writer' has put it, and surely this is
the point of it all: “The whole con-
stituted a sign marking this departure
as different from His previous depar-
tures and expressing its finality.
Some visible sign was needed to

assure the disciples that they were to

look for no more manifestations of the

risen Lord. Such an expectation

would have distracted them from their

work. During the forty days they had
1 Dr. Bicknell, Thirty-nine Articles.
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been trained to live in the know-
ledge that at any moment He
mightappear among them. Now
that stage of their education
was finished. They had been
made ready to go forth and wicld
authority. The work for which they
had been trained was about to begin.
The sign was understood by the dis-
ciples. The expectation of any further
visible manifestations of the risen Lord
ended abruptly. They were content to
await the descent of the Holy Spiritand
to find in Him the pledge of the in-
visible presence of their ascended
Lord.” The measure of their content
isrevealed in St. Luke’s account: ‘And
they worshipped Him and returned
to Jerusalem with great joy.’

Significance
What, then, is the spiritual signi-
ficance of the Ascension? ‘The

Ascension of Christ is, in a word, His
going to the Father—to His Father
and our Father—the visible pledge
and symbol of the exaltation of the
earthly into the heavenly. It is a
revelation of heavenly life, the open
fulfilment of man’s destiny made
possible for all men.” For in His
heavenly life our Lord is still fully
man: He did not leave His human
nature behind Him. ‘He has entered
upon the completeness of spiritual
being without lessening in any degree
the completeness of His humanity.’
This is a difficult thought, but one
which we must believe even if we
cannot fully understand it. Through
His humanity He still acts in our
world of space and time whenever
and wherever He wills to do so. He
acts through His humanity in the
Holy Communion, using the outward
symbols of bread and wine to convey
His sacramental presence in answer
to the prayers of the Church and in
tulfilment of His own promise.
Because He is still fully man, He is
the ‘mediator between God and man.’

God’s Scheme of Redemption

The Ascension, therefore, is an
integral and vitally important event
in the whole scheme of God’s re-
demptive plan for mankind. It is as
important as the Incarnation and the
Resurrection. On Ascension Day our
Lord returned to the Godhead bearing
with Him our human nature. He went
to prepare a place for us, that where He
is, there we may be also. The stage was
set for the next act in the great drama;
the coming of the indwelling Christ

’

through the power of the Holy Spirit. '
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St. Stephen's, Biistal

SO God doth bring the world to spring;

And on their holy day

Doth the Church proclaim her Apostles’ fame,
To welcome the first of May.

God’s Acre

OD’S acre can be, and often
is, a headache to those who
have to look after it, especially

as the grass grows long at this time of
the year.

Saint Philip and Saint James’s

THE SIGN 35
D q), Tohfe i arenes > i |
churchyards, | ]
also, did not 5 1HE KALENDAR i
grow larger to MAY. 1952
i thesameextent 2
asours do. To 1 Th. SS. Philip and ]ames,
prevent that, AA, e
our ‘rude fore- 2 F. Athanasius, B.D., 373.
fathers,” as the- 3 S. Invention of the Cross.
poet Gray } 48§ Third after Easter.
called them, in Monnica, Matron, 387.
their wisdom 6 Tu. St. John E., ante Port. Lat.
cleared God’s 1 E hoften B
b oiands nd S. ourth after Easter.
" again asitfilled 18 8. Fifth after Easter
up. (Rogation Sunday).
Neither of { 19 M. Dunstan, Abp., 988.
these factors 22 Th. Ascension Day.
| can  opcrate j 95§ Sunday aft. Ascension.
now. Thelatter Aldkelm, B., 709.
Resce Winstone Would be re- 1 96 M, Augustine of Canterbury,

sisted by many
devoted people.
And sheep,

. quite apart
from the facts that there are now less
sheep and more dogs in this country,
and that dogs tend to chase them in a
public place, can never again be the
same solution. Why? Because the
carefully-tended graves of to-day, the
vases of flowers, the polished kerbs,
are not made for the rough treatment
which the mounds of our

P.D.

To maintain it in a worthy TOPIC FOR forefathers withstood.
condition, even to mow THE But there is also another
the grass once a year, for MONTH reason. The modern ten-

many country churches with
large churchyards nowadays repre-
sents a serious drain on their finances,
‘God’s acre’ is frequently a consider-
able area which, if neglected, and the
grass allowed to reach knee-high at
least, would impart a down-at-heel
look to the whole neighbourhood. A
tidy churchyard is an amenity from
which, therefore, all benefit. Further,
since the churchyard forms the last
resting-place of all in many villages—
for ‘chapel’ as well as ‘church,” for
the faithful as well as for those who
never pass through the church door
in life—it follows that the churchyard
is of concern to all.

How did our forefathers manage?
They had their churchyards too.
Gray’s ‘Elegy in a Country Church-
vard’ would never have been written
if they had not. It is almost certain
that their habit was to keep the grass
short by allowing sheep to graze
among the tombstones. To keep
sheep off, in fact, was often the reason
for the iron railings round the more
elaborate tombs.

dency is to regard the
churchyard as a place for numerous
individual graves, privately cared for
and maintained, instéad of seeing i,
as our forebears rightly did and the
law still does, as the common grave of
the parish. The change is, of course,
all part of the breakdown of a sense of
community gathered around the church
as its centre. It is a change which,
theologically as well as practically, in
its bearing upon the preblem of ‘God’s
acre,” needs to be resisted.

The fact remains that somehow the
Church must go on maintaining its
‘God’s Acres’ for the benefit of every-
body, including the Church’s criticsand
the vast army of the ‘couldn’t care less.’

Of course, it is a duty which will
gladly be discharged, as for so many
centuries it has been. But it does seem
fair toaskthis: that those on the outside
should realize, as hay-time comes
round again, and the grass sways in our
country churchyards, who it is who
keeps all this in order, out of whose
pockets the rising costs must come—
and judge accordingly. SIGNET

Abp., 605.
27 Tu. Ven. Bede, P.D,, 735.

ST. JOHN BEFORE THE
LATIN GATE

The somewhat puzzling entry in
the Prayer Book Kalendar on
May 6 probably commemorates
the dedication of a church, in
honour of St. John, near the Latin
Gate at Rome. It was at one time
believed that the Evangelist him-
self visited Rome and was banished
to the island of Patmos by the
Emperor Domitian.

Days of fasting, or abstinence:

Fridays, 2, 9, 16, 23, 30. Roga-
tion Days, 19,20, 21. Saturday, 31,
Vigil of Pentecost.

THE OXFORD MOVEMENT

(from page 33)
but that would not make the least
difference to her spiritual authority.
If the mission and powers of the
Church were derived from our Lord,
no earthly government could take
them away. Let the Church of
England then remember her divine
origin and authority, and go forward
with her work confident that if she
remained loyal to the Catholic and
Apostolic character of the Church as
shown in the Scriptures, and in the
early centuries of Church history,
she could not fail to accomplish
God’s work. We shall see next month
some of the practical consequences
the Tractarians drew from this funda-
mental principle.
(To be continued)
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CHURCH DETECTIVES

A newfearure for Boys and Girls

E recently received an
illustration of a tombstopne
with an engine on it, and
Were Very curious to know
what it was all about. So the Editor
asked a friend of his to do some
investigating.  British
helped, and the result is this story.

THE BROMSGROVE EXPLOSION

A visitor to Bromsgrove, in [

Worcestershire, may be puzzled by

the two curious tombstones in the §
churchyard, which commemorate a &8

railway accident of long ago. From
Bromsgrove to Blackstock Station is
the famous Lickey incline, which
rises on a gradient of 1 in 37 for more
than two miles.
originally was part of the Birmingham
to Gloucester railway, was opened in
1840, and to assist a trajn to climb
this gradient it was necessary to use
a second engine to push it from
behind. In November, 1840, the first
tank engine made in the new loco-
motive construction shops at Broms-
grove was ready for trial, and was
tested as a banking engine on the
incline.

After two successful trips, the
engine had come down again and was
standing in Bromsgrove Station when
the boiler exploded. The driver,
fortunately, had left his engine to
report on his trip, but the fireman,
Thomas Scarfe, and the foreman of
the locomotive construction shop,
Joseph Rutherford, were killed, and
many onlookers were injured.

At the inquest, the jury found that
the boiler plates of the engine were
too thin, and this had caused the
accident. They awarded a sum of £60
to be divided between the dependants
of the two men.

The graves were to be maintained
by the railway, and a sum of five
pounds is still paid every year by
British Railways to keep up the graves
of the two men. In June, 1951, the
stones were broken by boys playing
in the churchyard, but have since been
repaired out of the funds available.

Railway experts observe that the
engine depicted on the two grave-
stones is not that which met with the
accident, but an American 4-2-0
engine, first 'used on the Lickey
incline.

The two long epitaphs on the men’s
graves, composed by an anonymous
friend, are guaint.

Thomas Scarfe, poor fellow, who
was to have been married only three
weeks later, was only twenty-eight,
and the lines tell his story:

This line, which §

No more I feel each urging breath,

My steam is now condensed in death,
Life’s railway o’er, each station passed,
In death I'm stopped and rest at last.
Farewell, dear friends, and cease to weep,
In Christ I'm safe, in Him I sleep.

Railways BE

Reece Winstone

The verse to ]oseﬁh Rutherford is
less comforting:

Oh, Reader, stay and cast an eye
Upon this grave wherein I lie,

For cruel death has challenged me,
And soon, alas, will call on thee.
Repent in time, make no delay,

For Christ will call you all away.
My time was spent like dew in sun,
Beyond all cure, my glass is run.

The original stones were erected by

From the Church’s Kalendar
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the men’s workmates, and we do not
hear of any repetition of this un-
fortunate accident.

* * *

There are many other strange and
curious things like this—unusual
memorials, interesting inscriptions,
odd survivals from olden days hidden
away in our churches—and the
Editor very much wants to hear
about them. Therefore, will you be a
Church Detective? To be a Church
Detective you must investigate very
carefully your own parish church,
especially if it is an old one, and keep
your eyes open in other churches as
well. In fact, you must go into as
many as you can. The first duty
of a Church Detective is to investi-
gate a church whenever he or she
sees one.

When you come upon a discovery
which you think will make an inter-
esting story for this page, then you
should do the following things:

1. Write out the facts of your dis-
covery in about 300 words.

2. See if you can make a drawing or
get a photograph of it.

3. Send the story with the drawing,
or the photograph, to the Editor of
THE SIGN, 28 Margaret Street,
London, W.l. Only boys and
girls up to sixteen can be Church
Detectives.

The Editor will award as a prize
each month a book token to the value
of £1 1s. for the best story sent in.

THE GREAT MONASTERY AT JARROW.

BEDE AS A LITTLE BOY ISTAKEN TO SCHOOL AT

HE REMAINS IN THE MONASTERY
AND BECOMES A GREAT SCHOLAR.

T

OLD AND ILL, BEDE TRIES HARD TO FINISH
HIS TRANSLATION OF ST.JOHN'S GOSPEL

HIS BROTHER MONKS HELP HIM TO
FINISH HIS GREAT TASK
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voung for it, and the crisis caused by this
action, caused Fean to decide that the

.;. children would be better away from hin.

THE STORY SO FAR

Nick Marshall, aged seven, with his
small sister Betty, were suffering from the
domestic temsion between their mother,
Jean, and her farmer husband, Harry.
Harry was also involved in an unwise
friendship with an atractive widow, Mrs.
Reckitr. Encouraged by the vicar's wise
counsel, Fean tried to tolerate her difficult
life, but Harry’s determination to force
Nick 1o jump his pony when he was oo

CHAPTER IX

T was almost with a sense of

relief that Jean heard Harry’s

words. She agreed to go home

again, and Harry arrived in the
car the following morning, strangely
and rather touchingly shy and con-
siderate in his manner. There was no
doubt about the children’s joy on
seeing him again. Even Nick danced
and shouted with delight, and Harry
did not snub him once.

On their way home Jean was so
relieved at the ease with which she
and Harry slipped back into their
normal relationship at its best that

They went to her old friends the Pellings,
at Ashurst. Tom Pelling, a solicitor,
adwised Jean to divorce Harry, and Lucy
Pelling pointed out that Andrew Sloane
would make an excellent second husband.
Andrew himself hinted as much when he
believed that Jean had lefr Harry for good,
and she reahzed that she was f.zlfmg in
love with him. She was very happy until
she met the wicar one day, and had an
argument with him which disturbed her
complacency. Then Harry rang up, apolo-

-gizing for his conduct for the ﬁrst time in

his life, and begging her to come back.

she ceased to feel uncomfortable about
her disregard of the Pellings’ advice.

The farm looked warm and tranquil
in the September sunshine. It was
beautiful and mellow, a natural place
for a happy home if surroundings have
anythmg to do with the matter.

‘It does look good,” she murmured
as they drove up to the door.

Harry turned to her with gratitude
in his eyes.

“You really do like it? I’m glad.’

To Jean’s relief, he became con-
sistently the most indulgent and least
irascible of fathers. Although she
could not love him as she did Andrew,
she did feel a warm affection and
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some admiration for him, and she
tried her best to match his efforts at
home-making with her own.

It was not easy telling Andrew what
she had done. It was quite obvious
that her return to Harry was a big
blow to him, but he took it manfully.

‘You must follow your conscience,
Jean,’ he said quietly. “You will never
be happy unless you do. In my
opinion Harry does not deserve to
have you back again; but there it is.
He had first claim upon you and upon
his children.’

“You do see, don’t you, that if there
is any chance of reconciliation, I must
take it? I shall always love you in a
way which I cannot feel for Harry.’

‘In that case, I don’t see how your
marriage can possibly work for long.
But I do see that you must try.
Perhaps it is fortunate that term
begins next week, so we shall not
meet for a time. God bless you,
Jean.’

She felt bad about that. Which-
ever way she acted she was doomed
to hurt some one, and hurting the man
she loved was worst of all, But the
vicar had said she was wrong in not
always putting her duty to Harry first,
and she had considerable respect for
his opinion. In fact, over this busi-
ness she had a notion that he had
encouraged Harry to ring her up,
though she did not like to ask for fear
of destroving the illusion that he had
done it of his own accord.

Mr. Wilkins showed no surprise
when he met her in the village. He
beamed upon her and said,

‘It’s very nice to see you back,
Jean. We are going to need your help
in all kinds of things this winter.
First, we are hoping to have a
Hallowe’en party for all the village.

‘What fun! We haven’t had one
before.”

‘No, and we want your help. I
believe you used to run them at the
High School, didn’t you? So you
should be full of ideas.’

‘Oh, yes. I wonder if we could
manage snapdragon? Then we must
have ducking for apples. I must have
a good think about it.

At that moment a smart little car
drove by, and Phyllis Reckitt waved
a hand at them. She was bare-headed,
with long dark hair waving over her
scarlet jacket. She had large, mysteri-
ous dark eyes, and a wide, soft mouth.

Mr. Wilkins laughed.

“That young woman was born to
make eyes,” he remarked. ‘I suppose
I ought not to say it, but I understand
she has discovered a most eligible
bachelor at the other end of the
county. Let’s hope it comes to some-
thing. She might be safer married
again.’

For several weeks life was amazing-
ly simple, The Meads and all the
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other people on the farm seemed
delighted to have her back. Perhaps she
was taking root in the place after all.

Then clouds began to appear on
the horizon again. At first they were
small puffs, the outcome of Harry’s
over-indulgence of the children. He
often kept Nick out late, long after his
bedtime, and gave him everything he
asked for, including a bicycle. Jean
tried to be firm about early bedtime,
but Harry only laughed.

She then insisted that a child of
barely seven should not be allowed
to cycle on the main road, but Nick
was unafraid, and Harry proudly
encouraged him. Even Betty was old
enough now to discover that if
Mummy said ‘no,” Daddy would
probably say ‘yes.” Slowly Jean began
to scent catastrophe in the air again,

CHAPTER X

HE afterncon of the Hallow-

e’en party was a warm and

golden one. Jean had spent

the morning baking cakes and
making sandwiches for the evening,
but now she decided she could stay
indoors no longer.

‘Come along, darling,” she called to
Betty. ‘Shall we go up to the wood
and pick some branches of hips?

‘Are they for the party, Mummy?’

QANSWERS

3576, In the General Confession we
say we are ‘lost sheep’ and ‘miserable
sinners.” Does not the constant
repetition of these sentiments suggest
that we never advance and that little
spiritual and moral progress is
possible ?

The misunderstanding arises from
failure to grasp the Christian doctrine of
man. This is, that we are all in a state of
sin’ or, as the Bible puts it, we are all
fallen from grace. It is very important to
grasp the truth of this, which a little
reflection on our own natures will show
to be evident. We all know in our secret
hearts of our imperfections; we all know
it is true that, in the words of St. Paul,
‘we leave undone those things we ought
to do, and do those things which we ought
not to do.” Furthermore, the state of the
world to-day, with its wars and cruelties,
gives ample evidence of the imperfections
of mankind. It is not surprising that the
nearer one approaches to God the more
one becomes conscious of the imperfec-
tions of one’s own nature by comparison
with the perfection of His. Thus, when
Isaiah saw the vision of God in the
Temple he cried out, ‘Woe unto me,
Lord, that I am a man of unclean lips,’
and when Peter recognized the presence
of Christ he exclaimed, ‘Depart from me,
Lord, for I am a sinful man.’ As our
Lord Himself says, even with our best
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“Yes, some for the party and some
for our sitting-room. We have just
time to go now before Nick gets back
from school. Run and put your
wellingtons on.’

‘Don’t want to wear my welling-
tons. They’re nasty and heavy.’

“You must, darling. It will be very
muddy after the rain.’

“They make my feet ache. Daddy
wouldn’t make me.’

‘I think he would. He always wears
them himself, doesn’t he?’

Betty scowled beneath her mop of
fair curls. ‘Daddy never makes me do
things when I don’t want. He says
you're .a fusspot.’

Jean controlled her temper with an
effort, but she was determined to
stand her ground.

‘Run along at once and put them
on,” she said quietly but firmly, ‘or
I shall have to go without you.’

Dragging one foot after the other,
Betty did as she was told, and her
sulks soon disappeared once they had
set out upon the exciting walk to the
wood. But sadness and anxiety
gnawed at Jean’s heart as she pon-
dered upon Harry’s lack of loyalty to
her in dealing with the children. She
knew that a great deal of it was
unthinking,

Laden with sprays of glowing hips,
she and Betty returned to the house

COTTIRY

OUR CORRESPONDENTS

endeavours we are all unprofitable ser-
vants. Thus it is with reason that
Christians in the house of God should
aver that they are miserable sinners,
because such is the truth.

3577. What is the origin of the
Mothers’ Union?

The Mothers’ Union, which to-day
numbers over six hundred thousand
members, was begun by a country rector’s
wife in the village of Old Alresford in
Hampshire in the year 1876. Mrs. Mary
Sumner was the daughter-in-law of the
Bishop of Winchester, and already had
the idea of the Mothers’ Union in mind
when her husband was appointed Rector
of Old Alresford in 1851. For many years
her meetings for women were limited to
the village, but they prepared the way for
the great expansion which has followed.
In 1908, Mrs. Sumner, at the age of eighty,
addressed a meeting of over ten thousand
women in the Albert Hall. She continued
to work for the Mothers’ Union for a
further ten years, and died at the age of
ninety-three.

3578. When and why did the Early
Church introduce Infant Baptism ?

Infants have received Baptism from the
time of the institution of the Sacrament.
Households were baptized (Aets xvi. 15,
31-33, and 1 Cor. i. 16). Let the Early
Church speak for itself. Origen, who was
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as dusk was gathering. As they came
towards the pond Jean was puzzled
to see something dark in the middle
of it. She immediately wondered if a
bullock had wandered into the water,
and left the footpath to go to the
pond’s edge.

Betty had run ahead, and quickly she
called back, ‘Mummy, it’s enly Nick
in the boat. It’s not a bullock at all.’

‘Nick,” Jean called peremptorily,
‘come back at once. Didn’t I tell you
not to use that boat?’

‘It’s all right, Mummy. Daddy said
it’s quite safe.’

‘Come along in at once or you will
have to go without your tea.’

Nick, who was always hungry at
mealtimes, and who knew his mother
did not issue vain threats, returned to
the bank, though not without some
show of reluctance.

“You always spoil everything,” he
muttered as he drew the boat out of
the water. Jean decided that she must
have another attempt to persuade
Harry of the urgent need for a united
policy concerning the children.

She managed to get him alone after
tea when the children had gone along
the passage to the Meads’ quarters.

‘I found Nick using the old boat

again this afternoon,” she began
quietly. ‘Couldn’t you tell him your-
(Continued on page 40)
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ALL questions to QUERY CORNER, 28 Mar-
garet Street, London, W.l, must be
accompanied by a stamped addressed
envelope, and will be answered by post.
It is possible to publish only a small
proportion of the questions received.
Names will not be printed, but must be
given in all cases. A payment of 10s. 64.
will be made each month for the question
of most general interest to Church people,
and of 5s. for each other question published.
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born eighty-five years after the Apostles,
says, “The Church had from the Apostles
the tradition to give Baptism to young
children. Infants are baptized for re-
mission of sins, for ““none” is clean from
pollution, though his life be but one day
on the earth.” In the year 253 a council
of sixty-six bishops declared, °. .. the
mercy and grace of God is to be denied
to none that is born. If anything could be
an obstacle to persons obtaining the grace
of Baptism, adults would be rather hin-
dered by their more grievous sins. If,
therefore, no one is deprived of this grace
in Baptism, how much less reason is there
to refuse an infant who, being newly born,
has no sin except such as inherited from
Adam.” The early Christians followed the
injunction of St. Peter, ‘Repent, and be
baptized every one of you in the Name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins,
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and
to your children.’ The lambs as well as
the sheep are to be made ‘members of
Christ, the children of God, and inheri-
tors of the kingdom of heaven.’

7z
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THE CHRISTIAN HOME

A monthly feature for women by Anne Proctor

AS May ever a merry
month? Perhaps this year
: - the weather will be kind

and bring us a foretaste
of summer and a chance to get the
blankets washed. Certainly the last
few years have been anything but
merry in May, and that sinister jingle
‘ne’er cast a clout till May be out’ has
seemed much more appropriate. But
let us live in hope, for a series of cold
wet springs may mean that we are due
this year for one of the Mays which
have inspired so many folk-songs.

Hail, Festal Day

And not only folk-songs! Look at
the processional hymn for Whitsunday
(A. & M. 653). Could any one wanta
lovelier May than it describes?

The merry country offers all her store,
Now spring has brought its vearly wealth
once more.
White gleam the hawthorn bushes as we
pass, [grass.
And green and tall grows up the waving
Day after day fresh flowers like stars arise,
And all the turf breaks into laughing eves.
It might be a picture of any English
county, and yet it is not written about

England at all. It is fourteen hundred
years old, and its author was a young
man who literally sang his
way across Europe to give
thanks to God at the
shrine of St. Martin of
Tours for his recovery
from blindness.

Holiday into Holy Day

Ascension Day gets
rather neglected now that
it is no longer a public
holiday; in fact, keeping
it is a test of our Church-
manship. But since the
law allows us to with-
draw our children from
school to keep the feast, try to make
it such a family red-letter day
that it stands out in the year, and
becomes indeed a holy dav and not
just any old Bank Holiday. My
children would never forgive me if 1
forgot to write to their head teachers
in advance (which is all the law
requires) to claim the day fer them.
We begin, of course, by going to wor-
ship with the Church, and having sung

THE BROKEN BOWL (from page 38)

self that it is dangerous? He takes so
much notice of what you say.’

Harry let out an impatient bellow.
‘Good heavens, woman, the things
you worry about! Haven’t I told you
he wor’t come to any harm?’

‘And haven’t you told the children
1 am a fusspot?’ Jean retorted with
some heat.

He stared at her with eyes which
reminded her of an angry bull. “What
if T have? I can’t stand all this child
psychology and party manners every
day kind of business. When I was a
child my parents brought us up rough;
they didn’t go in for coddling and
minding people’s feelings and all that.’

‘But surely they must learn to be
obedient? They cannot learn that if
you and I do not make a stand for
obedience on the same things. If I
forbid them something, and you give
permission, it is simply chaotic, and
most unfair.to the children.’ She put
her hand on his and urged with all the
feeling she could put into her voice,
‘Please, Harry, for my sake and the
children’s, do see that this is not just
a matter of fancy psychology, but of
sound good sense.’

Impatiently he flung her hand away
and sprang to his feet. “The devil
knows I’ve tried to be patient since

you came back. I’ve done everything
I can think of to make you happy, and
this is all the reward I get for it. You
can go away and stay away for all T
care; trying to set my children against
me, always grumbling, always nag-
ging. I’'m going out where I can get
some human warmth and fun.’
‘Don’t forget the party to-night,’
she called after him automatically.
She felt beaten and hopeless. After
all her efforts he had rurned round
and accused her of his own faults.
She would have liked to go to bed and
have a good cry, but she had her duty

WHITSUN HYMN

GREAT Creator, by Whose word
Form on chaos was conferred,
And from Whom the Spirit came
Wondrously in wind and flame,
Bless our eyes that we may see
All around us signs of Thee,

In the wide horizon find

Witness to the Eternal Mind.
With Thy touch of living fire

All our utterance inspire;

May our cold hearts quickened be
With Thy burning charity.

In our dark depression’s night
Fill us with Thy holy light;

That we may have joy in Thee

Here and in eternity.  Karhleen Lee

HILARY
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Christ is gone up; no longer sin shall reign;

Praise Him, blue sky and sunlit sea and
plain,

we pick up our traps and set off to

catch a bus into the country.

Picnics without Tears

The most important thing about
taking children out on an excursion
is not to do too much. Most
unsuccessful outings are
s0, just because they are
too long.  Tired children
soon become cross child-
ren. The next thing is to
share out the weight that
has to be carried. A good
plan is to give each child
a small knapsack with
packed lunch, a pair of
socks in case of wet feet,
and for girls a spare pair
of knickers (for a hun-
dred reasons). Mother
carries a larger haversack
for extras—the drinks, a first-aid kit, a
face flannel, and the fruit. One thing
Christian picnickers must not forget
is our Lord’s words to five thousand
holiday-makers in Galilee, ‘Gather up
the fragments thar remain’—we must
not spoil God’s beauty with our litter,
Carry it home in your knapsacks.
Remember, too, the Parable of the
Lost Lamb, and wherever you go be
sure you Shut the Gate.

to the party to remember, and it was

- now time to get ready for it.

She made up her haggard face as
best she could and cycled down to
the Village Hall. The vicar and Anne
Wilkins both noticed her quietness and
her pallor, but apart from inquiring if
she was not feeling well, they could
say nothing in such a public place.

But Harry didn’t come. During
the refreshment interval Jean found
herself worrying, and wondering
where he had gone for his warmth and
fun. She had a feeling he was making
a fool of himself, and she became
increasingly apprehensive.

It was half-past nine when she
heard noisy laughter and the banging
of a door as Harry entered. His face
was flushed and he was swaying
slightly; and close behind him came
Phyllis Reckitt.

He turned round and caught hold
of his companion’s arm. There was a
hush as all heads involuntarily turned
towards the commotion of their
entrance.

“There’s my wife.” Harry lisped in
a loud voice, pointing at Jean as she
stood by the apple-ducking bowl,
‘running the silly Sunday School treat.”

(To be continued)
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