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Edward the Sixth by the Grace of God King of England France and Ireland The 

Defender of the Faith and on earth the supreme Head of the English and Irish Church 

– To all to whom these presents reach. Welfare. Know that we on account of the 

affection and love which we have and bear towards our town of Breardinge in our 

Island of Wight in our County of Southampton and to our beloved and faithful subjects 

Thomas (Marche) and John Boughen Bailiffs and inhabitants of the aforesaid Town 

there living and their successors and for the improvement and melioration of the 

aforesaid Town of our Special Grace and of our certain knowledge and free desire and 

by the advice and consent of our very dear Cousin and councillor Edward Duke of 

Somerset Guardian of our person and protector of our kingdoms [hereditory] and 

conquered and of our other Councillors do concede and by these presents as much 

as in us lies for ourselves our heirs and successors do give licence and grant to the 

same Bailiffs subjects and inhabitants of the aforesaid Town of Brading that they and 

their successors may for ever hold and have power to hold a certain market in that 

place to be held within the limits of the aforesaid Town on the Wednesday of each 

week with all and every the liberties and free customs profits and emoluments 

pertaining to a Market in that Town forever –  

Moreover of our fuller grace by these presents with the advice and consent of those 

aforesaid we concede and give licence to the same Bailiffs subjects and inhabitants 

of Breardinge aforesaid that they and their successors for ever may have and hold 

and have power to have and hold two fairs or marts in that place one viz to last through 

the vigil and day of the apostles Phillip and James and through one day following and 

the other fair to be held on the vigil and day of St Matthew Apostle and Evangelist in 

the Month of September each year together with a Court of Pie Powders to be held 

there while those fairs last together with the outgoings profits and amercements 

[accruing] from such kind of fairs and with all liberties free [customs] and profits 

pertaining or appertaining to such kind of fairs so that any subject whatever of ours 

native or stranger [having business] at the markets or fairs at the said Town of 

Breardinge and [going] there or returning thence as well in the said markets as in the 

said fairs or before and after shall be for ever free from toll money stall money ground 

money or other dues whatsoever commonly due to us or our heirs pertaining to the 

aforesaid markets or aforesaid fairs in any way whatever. Wherefore we will and give 

and decree for ourselves and our heirs as much as in us lies that the said subjects 

and inhabitants of the aforesaid Town of Breardinge and their successors may have 

and hold and have power to have and hold there each year the aforesaid markets on 

each Wednesday in each week for ever and the aforesaid fairs or marts with all and 

everything pertaining or appertaining to that market and those fairs and all kinds of 

settling managing and assigning stalls booths and the whole government of the 

aforesaid markets and fairs and all and each the liberties and other customs pertaining 

to those markets and fairs by the said Bailiffs or two or three of better sort of men of 

the same town chosen and elected to this purpose by the said Bailiffs and their 

successors without let hindrance impediment or difficulty of as our heirs or any 

whatever of our Servants. So as the aforesaid market and the fairs be not to the injury 

or prejudice of neighbouring markets or fairs and this without giving paying or making 



any composition or aught else to us our heirs or successors and this without getting 

or obtaining any brief of            or any other brief or mandate of us besides that of our 

Court of Chancery because that express mention of the true annual value or of any 

other value or of the certainty of the first fruits or of their                  or of other gifts or 

concepions by us or by any of our progenitors to the aforesaid Bailiffs subjects and 

inhabitants of the aforesaid Town of Breardinge made before these times by no means 

appear to exist in the present time or any statute act ordinance provision or restriction 

made ordained or provised contrary thereto or any other cause or reason whatever 

notwithstanding. In testimony of which thing we have caused to be made these our 

letters patent. Witness myself at Westminster the twenty second day of November in 

the first year of our reign. 

The above translation by me Dunbar Isidore Heath Vicar of the aforesaid town of 

Brading this Eve of the Conversion of Saint Paul the Apostle in the year of our Lord 

eighteen hundred and forty nine 

The words within the brackets [           ] are torn out in the original. 


