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IT
N bygone days this inland village of Brading stood at the
head of a picturesque arm of the sea, called Brading Haven,
which extended southwards from the Solent at St. Helens
Point.

Before Ryde existed, travellers from the mainland to the East
Wight would sail straight up the haven to the little quay at
Brading and, according to age-old tradition, it was here that
Bishop Wilfrid, subsequently Archbishop of York, landed from
Selsey in A.D. 685, when he came to convert the pagan Jute
inhabitants of the Island to Christianity.

It is pleasant to believe that St. Wilfrid preached his first
sermon to the cottagers of Brading on the high ground over-
looking their little quay-the site of our present church; but
the legend that he subsequently built a church here-the first
Christian church in the Isle of Wight-cannot be supported by
any known facts.

The Norman pillars of St. Mary's, Brading, show that our
church was built in the middle of the 12th century. A hundred
years later, about 1250, it was altered and enlarged by the
raising of the roof, the addition of the north and south aisles,
and by the building of the tower.

The lancet window at the west end of the north aisle belongs
to this date, as also do the Early English arches built on top of
the Norman pillars in order to raise the roof.

An unusual feature of the tower, which is surmounted by a
stone spire, is that it is built on four piers, and thus encloses a
porch open on all four sides. In the tower belfry is a peal of
eight bells, the oldest of which, the tenor, is dated 1594, and
weighs nearly half a ton.

Except for the addition of the chapels on each side of the
chancel in the latter half of the 15th century no great alteration
has taken place in the general appearance of the church since its
remodelling in 1250, but in 1865 the whole church was carefully
restored by Sir Henry Oglander, of Nunwell, when the chancel



was lengthened, the roof largely reconditioned, and the old
seats replaced by the present pews.

The oldest memorial in the church is on the south side of the
sanctuary-a fine incised slab of Purbeck stone to the memory
of John Curwen, Constable of Portchester Castle, d. 1441, who
is represented in plate armour. The helmet, gauntlets, and
sword hilt were once inlaid with metal, and the shield with
enamel.

Other items of interest in the church are the small movable
font, dated 1631, the bread-chest, in which bread for the poor
used to be placed every Sunday, dated 1634, and the church-
wardens' chest, with a lock for each warden and one for the
vicar, dated 1637. The Vicar and Churchwardens of the present
day still use this chest and invite visitors to place in it their gifts
for the upkeep of the Church.

In the south aisle is a brass tablet erected by his descendants
to the memory of Legh Richmond, author of Annals of the
Poor, who was Curate-in-Charge of Brading and Yaverland
from 1797 to 1805. The tomb of Little lane, the young
cottage girl befriended by Legh Richmond, is to be found
beside the path to the east of the chancel.

The Oglander Chapel, on the south side of the chancel, has
been the private chapel of the Oglander family, who have lived
at Nunwell, about three-quarters of a mile from Brading, since
Norman times.

The chapel was built in the second half of the 15th century by
John Oglander, whose tomb is the centre table tomb on the
south side, and bears the date 1483. Opposite to it, between
the chapel and the chancel, the elaborately carved tomb, with
figures in bold relief, is the tomb of Sir Oliver Oglander, Lieut.-
Governor of Guernsey, who died in 1536. The figures on the
south panel, which still show traces of the old colouring,
removed in Puritan days, depict the deceased kneeling before
the altar in plate armour, his wife and seven children grouped
behind him. All carry large Bibles-a reminder to us that
1536 was the year that first saw the Bible printed in English.

On the south side of the chapel, to the east of John
Oglander's tomb, is that of his descendant, Sir William
Oglander, died 1607, surmounted by a finely-carved wooden
effigy; while to the east of Sir Oliver's is that of Sir William's
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son, the famous Island diarist Sir John Oglander, at one lime
M.P. for Yarmouth, who entertained Charles I at Nunwcll
and died in 1655.

The painted wooden effigy on this tomb, consisting of a
rudely carved figure of a Crusader in plate armour, has a quaint
history, for Sir John bought it in 1628, while still a young man,
in an antique shop in London. He brought it home to the
Island and left instructions in his will that, after his death, it
was to be placed on top of his tomb. A few years later, in 1632,
his eldest son George, who had been sent to Caen to learn
French, died there of smallpox; and as his body could not be
sent home for burial his father commemorated him by placing
a small replica of the Crusader in a niche in the wall imme-
diately above the spot where his own body was to lie.

The Jacobean communion table in the Oglander Chapel
bears the inscription: "I will take the cu p of salvation and call
upon the name of the Lord," and the altar-piece, in memory of
Frances Catherine Oglander, died 1921, is a reproduction of
Francia's Pieta in the National Gallery.

Below the memorial tablet to John Henry Oglander, died
1924, is an unusually fine Victorian table-tomb, mostly in
alabaster, with gracefully carved angels at each corner, com-
memorating Sir Henry Oglander, who restored the church in
1865, and his wife Louisa, who died in 1894. (The inlaid
chair in the chapel belonged to Legh Richmond).

The 15th century chapel on the north side of the chancel,
at present used as an organ chamber and vestry, has been in-
accurately called the De Aula Chapel (after the ancient de Aula
family, who were lords of the manor of Aul-land, now Yaver-
land, in the 12th and 13th centuries) owing to the tombs of
William Howles and his wife having been placed there in the 16th
century. The tomb on the south side is inscribed" Jhu have
merci on Wylyam Howly's sowl. Amen. MCCCCCXX,"
while on the north side are recorded the simple words" and
Helizabeth hys wyf."

At the entrance to the churchyard, under the old Town Hall,
can be seen the ancient stocks and whipping-post, with the
lock-up behind; and at the eastern end of the churchyard is
the village pound.
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TO OUR VISITORS ....
We are glad to welcome you to our church. Men have

prayed here for over 800 years. Before you leave kneel with
them and thank God for His goodness to you and to us. If
you have time, join us in our worship next Sunday.

It is a responsibility for a small community like ours to have
in its keeping a building which is, in its way, a national heritage.
Yet this community, under the leadership of former Vicars
(Edward Roberts, now Bishop of Kensington, and Michael
Daubez), has carried through its task in a remarkable way
over the past 11 years. In this period the spire and north
wall have been re-pointed, the weathercock and clock re-
gilded, the nave re-tiled on new battens. The timbers of the
chancel have been renewed and all woodwork has been treated
to eradicate death-watch beetle. Organ, heating system, and
bells have been restored. New lights, made locally, have been
hung. TIns has cost over £6000, to which must be added
another £1500 odd spent on minor repairs and insurance-
this last costs over £60 p.a.

It would be ingratitude of the grossest kind not to pay
tribute to the generous help which visitors have given to assist
the people of Brading in this work of restoration, for they have
given at least £2000. Legacies, of local people, have provided
£1650; a Trust for the repair of the chancel, £440; and the
Historic Churches Preservation Trust £250.' The remaining
sum has been raised locally, by Sales (£2100), Special Appeals
(over £1000), and by many small efforts. It is to the credit of
local people that they have always given the lead.

Now, in the spring of 1963, we face what may be the last
stage of major repair work-the stripping and re-tiling of the
chancel, and possibly also of the vestry and the Oglander
Chapel (for the Church is now responsible for the upkeep of
the Chapel). This will not cost less than £400; it may cost
twice as much. We have over £300 in hand and, having given
that lead, invite our visitors to place a donation in the church-
wardens' chest and to write their names in our visitors'
book, by the south door.

Yet there is much more we should like to do, had we the
means. We should like

to add dignity to the sanctuary by extending the steps
westward, together with the altar rail, and by providing
a decent carpet.
to provide space for a choir vestry and store at the
N.W. corner of the church, and so give proper space to
the clergy vestry in the d'Aula Chapel.



to restore the porch, removing the cupboard under the
stairs to the belfry and renewing the doors.
to add beauty to the nave and chancel by redecorating
their walls, and by restoring the chandelier, cleaning
and re-hanging the hatchments.
to restore to proper use the Oglander Chapel, by pro-
viding it with lighting, heating, and altar furnishings.

In these and other ways we long to carry out our stewardship
and to maintain this place as a house of prayer-a spiritual
power-station for all who come into it.

We should always be glad to have your comments on these
plans, and to have the benefit of your knowledge about things
you notice which are not mentioned in the description of the
church. But there are two things we cannot do without-
your help and your prayers.

God bless you . . . .

lOAN LEGG

F. W. BARRETT
Churchwardens.

ROGER PURCHASE, Vicar.

To the
VICAR AND CHURCHWARDENS OF BRADlNG,

BRADING VICARAGE, I.W.

Please accept the enclosed gift of £ to help

you in your work of maintaining your ancient parish church.

From-

Name.

Address

Date
I.W.C.P.-IOI4·6J


