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Welcome to Brading Church! This is one of
the finest churches on the Isle ofWight.

When the sea came right up to the bottom of
Quay Lane you can imagine what a busy, pros-
perous seaport Brading would have been. The
richness ofBrading Church is testimony to the
wealth of a bygone age.

The greatest wealth we have inherited in the
church however, is not in buildings and lands.
The force which keeps the church alive today is
the power of Jesus Christ, who is not dead, but
alive in the lives of those who worship Him. It
is this faith which is growing and dynamic today
which the church really bears witness to.

This brief guide is designed to give you a simple
walking tour of the church. As you walk around
be sure to give yourself time to soak up the
atmosphere of the church. Observe the light, the
darkness, the stillness and the calm. Take time
to pray.

As you enter the church and stand at the back
you will have noticed the unusual entrance. The
tower - open on three sides - is one of only four
like it in all England. The wooden steps outside
lead up to the bell chamber where there is a fine
ring of eight bells. The oldest bell bears the
simple inscription: 'Praise the Lord, 1594 E.R'
This bell has been 'making a joyful noise unto the
Lord' since the time of the first Queen Elizabeth.



As you look to the front of the church (the East
end) enjoy the beautiful symmetry of the pillars
and arches. These stones were carved and placed
with grace and strength toward the end of the
I lOO's. The stonework was professionally clean-

ed after the fire of 1989 and the rich, subtle
colours of the stonework are cleaner now than
they have been for nearly 1,000 years!

Turn to your left and enter the North Aisle. The
little window on the back wall of the North Aisle
is the only window remaining from the church
of the 1100's. When you leave the church look
at the outside wall of this window and you will
see the original roof line. This North Aisle was
widened and the roof raised to its present
position in the 1200's. The simple windows of
the North Aisle replaced smaller ones probably
in the 1400's. If you look across to the South
Aisle you will notice that the roof is higher and
the windows larger and more ornate. The South
Aisle was improved in the 1500's. The stained
glass is all from the Victorian restoration of 1887.

Further down the North Aisle on the right is a
small font with the date 1631. Past the North
door is the memorial to little Elizabeth Rollo,
who with her parents is buried in the church-
yard. Sometimes families who have lost little
ones like to leave flowers by this memorial in
the church.
Toward the end of the North Aisle on the left is
one of the parish chests. The other is in the
Oglander Chapel. Both date from the 1630's.
There are three places for locks because
they could only be opened in the presence
of the three key-holders: The Vicar and the
two churchwardens. Was that to prevent the
Vicar running off with the funds or the
churchwardens?

Also on the wall of the North Aisle are three fine
hatchments. The hatchments were painted with
the coats of arms as a memorial to a person of
noble birth. These hatchments along with the
one in the Oglander Chapel have all been

beautifully restored after the fire of 1989. The
first one commemorates Richard Knight of
Landguard - died 1721, and the other three
commemorate members of the Oglander family.
At the East end of the North Aisle is the strong,
dignified font - which dates from the 1200's.
Notice how its design reflects the stonework of
the pillars. This font is the source of new life for
Christians. From its waters we, enter into the
abundant new life that Jesus gives. Jesus said to
a friend who visited him one night - ' you must
be born again - no one enters the kingdom of
God unless he is born of water and the Spirit'.
Just beyond the font is the OeAula Chapel. It is
set aside as a place for quiet prayer. Do take time
to sit still, to let the Spirit of Christ touch your
life. There are some prayer cards there, and the
opportunity to find a moment of peace.

Turning right by the font you pass the pulpit -
made like the pews of fine English oak and put
in the church at the time of the Victorian
restoration of 1887. The altar under the chancel
arch is a modern, movable altar designed for
weekly worship. The furniture in the chancel is
movable to give more flexibility in this area. The
brass eagle lectern was a gift to the church of the
10th Lord Rollo. He was the father of the little
girl commemorated in the North Aisle.

When you get to the South Aisle, turn left and
enter the Oglander Chapel. You'll see two coffin
stools flanking the entrance to the chapel. They
are from Jacobean times. The Oglander Chapel
is named after the Oglander family who came to
the Island in the wake ofWilliam the Conqueror.
The family have been at Nunwell ever since. The
tombs and the memorials are among the finest
on the Island, and are unique in England.



The heraldry displayed shows the links of the
Oglanders with other noble families, and is a
wealth of colour and interest. Even for the
person not knowledgeable about heraldry it is
fun to try to find as many different animals as
possible in the windows.
The ancient stone tomb on the right as you face
the front of the chapel is of the John Oglander
who built the chapel and improved the South
Aisle in the 1500's. His son Oliver is buried just
opposite. The knight Oliver and his family are
seen in prayer on one side of the tomb, and the
elderly cripples he helped in his charity are
carved on the other side. Puritans sadly defaced
the tomb in their misplaced piety. However, after
the restorations following the 1989 fire you can
now see some of the medieval paint on this
Oglander tomb. Some of the blues, reds and
browns indicate how brightly painted the whole
monument would have been.

The two wooden carvings of recumbent knights
are the items which first catch your eye. The one
on the right, on its back, representsOliver's grand-
son William and, on the left, the one on its side
represents William's son, Sir John - the famous
diarist and friend to King Charles 1. In a little
niche above his tomb is a memorial to his son -
the figure a tiny copy of his father's. The
wooden effigies are said to have been bought in
France by John Oglander to commemorate
himself and his father. They are carvings of
knights, and do not resemble the men they
remind us of.

The large, ornate, marble tomb is in memory of
Henry Oglander - the last of the direct line, and
the man who was responsible for the restoration
of the church in 1887. Fans of the Victorian
parson diarist, Francis Kilvert, can find some
lovely descriptions of a visit to Brading on a
Sunday School outing from Shanklin. They
visited Nunwell, enjoyed walks around Brading
and witnessed the funeral of this Henry
Oglander.

Those who are familiar with the other country
parson diarist - James Woodford will be inter-
ested to know that he was friends with two
Oglander brothers at New College, Oxford. This
was at the height of the Oglander's wealth and
influence. Woodford records a drinking session
with the Oglanders, and some years later returns
to New College to join in the election ofthe
senior Oglander as Warden of the college.

Also in the Oglander Chapel - other than the
painting ofthe Pieta and the fine resurrection
window you will find various other memorials to
the Oglanders. Before you go, take a good look
at the beautiful altar table from the time of James 1.
We know it is an altar table because of the
lovely inscription from Psalm 116 in the King
James Version of the Bible -

"What shall I render unto the Lord for all
his benefits unto me? I will take the cup of
salvation and call upon the name of the Lord".

In the chancel - looking at the East end of the
Church we see all late Victorian work. The East
wall was rebuilt at this time, and stained glass
scene ofthe Transfiguration was installed. The
later Reredos - the scene behind the altar - was
donated by the lOthLord Rollo in memory of his
wife, and shows the story in which Jesus
appeared after his resurrection to two disciples
at supper after walking along the road to
Emmaus. Notice how the figures in the scene
below reflect with their poses the figures in the
windows above. The lesson being, that at
communion we come into contact with Jesus-
risen from the dead and we are in touch with
Jesus who is transfigured in glory as the Son of
God.

Other things to look for in the chancel of the
church are the ancient piscina where the priest
would wash his hands and the communion
vessels. Also on the floor is an elaborate marble
Of Purbeck stone to John Cherowin, Constable
of Porchester Castle who died October 31,1441,
during the reign of Henry VI. Sir John Oglander
in his diary describes it as, 'A fayre stone with ye
Portraiture of a sowldier on it'. Don't forget to
look up. The beautiful chandelier was recently
restored by the churchwarden, and another
layman in the church. It was discovered to be
brass, of Dutch manufacture and inscribed
with the date 1798 and the names ofthe church-
wardens from that time. The candles are lit at
major festival days in the church.

We hope you have enjoyed your visit to Brading
Church. Dont forget to visit the little gem of a
church at Yaverland on the side road to Sandown.
If you would like to know more about me history
of the church and of Brading there is another
guide book available on the bookstall. At the
bookstall you will find other books and items of
interest.Why not take along a book which relates
Christ alive in today's world?

Please remember mat there is a continual huge
expense in maintaining our ancient churches in
such good condition. We receive no govemment

funding. In 2004, it cost £561.00 per week to
keep Brading Church going. Any donation you
can make in the wall safes, placed on either
sideof the West Door,will be greatlyappreciated.

We pray regularly for God's blessing to be with
our many visitors and we hope that you too, will
remember us. Why not send up a little arrow
prayer before you go? ... 'Dear God, thankyou
for this beautiful old church. Bless all those
who work and worship here.' AMEN.
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