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14.  The two Constables, head and junior, are chosen from the resiants respectfully as 

the Senior and Junior Bailiffs are chosen, and at the same time.  Vacancies 
occasioned by death, or by the Officer quitting the Town are filled up as in the case 
of the Bailiffs.  It has sometimes been found necessary to enforce the service of 
Constables by legal compulsion.  The person put in nomination as junior 
Constable, who is not chosen is nearly certain as being chosen at the private 
meeting as head Constable the suceeding year, or as a person to fill up a vacancy 
should such occur during the first year. 
   

15. The Steward is chosen at a private Meeting and Elected by the Jury of the next 
Court Leet; a Court is summoned for the purpose if the time for holding a regular 
Court be distant.  He holds for life. 
 

16. The Deputy Steward is Elected exactly as the Steward.  He holds for life; but the 
present deputy Steward who was elected about fifteen years back gave up his 
office for five or six years during the intervening time. 
   

17. The Hayward is chosen by the Leet Jury annully, wether there be a right of 
nomination in a private meeting is doubted; the fact is, that a discussion generally 
takes place there, but that no formal proposal from the private meeting is made.  
He is frequently re-elected. 
 

18. It seems that all the resiants are Burgesses or Freeman.  The Leases sometimes 
run in the name of the Burgesses, as well as the Bailiffs and Jurats, and the 
Corporation exercises a controul over the Trade of the Town, requiring a payment 
of money before anyone is allowed to open a shop, and an annuall payment while 
it is kept open, so far, therefore, it seems that there is an analogy to the freedom 
of a Guild.  
 

19. The Governing Body appears to be constituted by the five functionaries who 
compose the private meeting described in Section the 12th; but Courts are 
frequently held called  

 

 


