
 

 

Town Book 1839 -1853 
BTT 1021 

PAGE 5. (Survey of the Borough 1833) 

 
also Assembles, at which the five Officers above named the Constables and the 
Leet Jury attend.  It is probable that from the assembly of the whole inhabitants 
composing the Corporation having been made up of the same individuals as 
those who should attend the Court Leet.  The two assemblies have very early 
come to be confounded, and that then the attendance of the resiants  (with the 
exception of the Leet Jury) having ceased to be required at the Leet, the result 
has been, that the functions of the whole Corporation, comprehending the 
inhabitants, appear in form to be exercised by the Bailiffs, Justices, Deputy 
Steward and Leet Jury under the name of an Assembly or Court.  It seems 
doubtful wether, even now, the inhabitants or Officers know wether they are 
holding a Leet or not, on these occasions and, as before mentioned, the older 
entries indiscriminatlly call the meetings, assemblies, court leet, and courts of pie 
poudre; indeed in one instance the entry was “At a private meeting” but as this 
meeting comprehended at least the Bailiffs, Constables and Jury, the entry is no 
more than an accidental Blunder. 

 
20. The Bailiffs are in fact the whole working body of the Corporation; except as far 

as far as relates to the internal detail of its constitution.  They keep the records, 
give orders to the Constables, inspect the Lock up house, give directions 
respecting the economy of the Town, and receive all the Corporation revenue, 
and make all payments due from the Corporation.  When the Bailiffs take office, 
the moveable property of the Corporation is openly transferred to them, according 
to the list of the preceeding year, and a new list is made out and entered in the 
record of the meeting.  This consists of the muniments of the Corporation, of 
some standard weights, and measures, of some Books, and the keys of the 
Prison, and the Stocks.  The Bailiffs appear to possess no power of Majestrates, 
though not long ago an instance occurred in which a Bailiff granted a search 
warrant which led 

 

 


