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to a conviction.  They have also sometimes backed the warrants of County 
Majestrates; but it does not appear what right they have to do so.  Not long 
ago they apprehended a man for felony, but as he was actually convicted, this 
proves nothing as to their power as Majestrates.  A copy of the warrant issued 
by them on that occasion entitles them Justices of the Peace, but there is a 
doubt wether the Copy correct in this respect.  It appears by the Books, that in 
1663 the Bailiffs committed a disorderly person to the House of Correction at 
Newport.  The functions are principally exercised by the Senior Bailiff; there 
are two locks to the Chest but both keys are at present kept by the Senior 
Bailiff.  The Bailiffs are also the nominal presidents at the Court of Pie Poudre 
and they summon the meeting of the Court Leet.  The outgoings of the 
Corporation exceed the Income, so that the Bailiffs having no salary are 
annually put to an expence.  This amounts to 30 or 40 shillings for each Bailiff 
including the expences of a Dinner annually given to the Officers and the Leet 
Jury. 
   

21.  The two Justices have no functions beside those connected with the 
constitutional detail of the corporation. 
 

22. The inhabitants believe that the Constables are exclusively entitled to execute 
all warrants within the Borough. For this there appears no legal ground, but in 
fact, the warrants are ordinarily handed to them.  They manage the Lock up 
House and the Stocks.  They never act out of the Borough, they warn the Leet 
Jury, from a list given them by the Deputy Steward.  They have no emoluments 
or salary.   
 

23. The Steward appears to be considered by the inhabitants as having no duty 
besides that of presiding once in the year, at the Court at which the Officers 
are sworn in, but he probably is entitled to execute the function of the  

 

 


