


Their simple pathos and piety won for them instant
popularity, and they were reprinted together in 1814, by
the Religious Tract Society, under the title of “The Annals
of the Poor.” By far the most popular of these tales was

The Dairyman’s Daughter.” This book was greatly
enlarged by Mr. Richmond, after its first publication, and
two editions of twenty thousand copies each were printed
in 1816. The book was, soon after, translated into the
French, Italian, German, Danish, and Swedish languages,
and it obtained a very wide circulation in America. It is
calculated that, in the lifetime of the author, the number
of copies printed in the English language alone amounted
to two millions.

It is not to be wondered at that the author of these
books, being, besides, an earnest speaker and preacher,
was soon widely known and valued, on being appointed
Rector of Turvey. He was an able Evangelical preacher,
and many persons from the neighbouring towns and villages
used then to come to Turvey Church. He was also a diligent
and faithful shepherd of souls in his own parish, and is
largely remembered as the organiser of village Benefit or
Friendly Societies, agencies which he was amongst the
earliest clergymen to initiate and encourage.

As his reputation extended, his services as a preacher
were also sought for, far beyond his own parish. He
interested himself deeply in the establishment of the great
Evangelical Societies, which took their rise at this time.
These were the British and Foreign Bible Society, the
Church Missionary Society, and the Society for Promoting
Christianity among the Jews. For one or other of these
Societies he frequently travelled great distances through the
country, preaching in the large provincial towns, and raising
large sums of money. Of the Religious Tract Society he
acted at one time as joint secretary.

In 1806, he undertook the editorship of a series of
selections from the writings of the English Reformers, in
order to bring the principles of the Reformation more



prominently before the public. The substance of the
writings of Tindal, Ridley, Latimer, Cranmer, Hooper,
Bradford, Jewell, and others, were thus presented to the
English reader in eight large octavo volumes, under the
general title of “Fathers of the English Church.”

Soon after this, in 1814, he was appointed chaplain
to the Duke of Kent, the father of Queen Victoria, who
was in entire sympathy with his religious and literary
endeavours, and would have raised him to higher honours,
but for opposition made, to which the Duke gave way.

In 1820, Mr. Richmond visited the island of Iona,
during a preaching tour which he made in Scotland. Here
he was greatly struck both by the beauty of the island,
and the intense interest attaching to it as the cradle of
North British Christianity, and the home of Columba. He
addressed the people of the island, and also entertained
them with much liberality on the shore, and eventually
raised a large sum of money in their behalf, which was
expended in founding a Library, which is called after his
name, and still continues to benefit the people. Legh
Richmond died, greatly lamented, in 1827, and is buried
in Turvey Church. His Life was written by his friend,
the Rev. T. S. Grimshawe, Vicar of Biddenham, and passed
through many editions. But so great was the demand for
information about him, that a second book, -called
“ Domestic Portraiture,” was afterwards issued, in 1833,
which was compiled by another neighbour and friend of
the family, the Rev. T. Fry, Rector of Emberton.

This book was a description of Mr. Richmond’s
character and principles, and it passed through at least
nine editions.”
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