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1878 January,
A meeting was held. Present Mr Shaw, Mr Pain, Mr Macmahon, Mr Stears and Mr Burt.

A quarterly statement was read by the Librarian and passed unanimously by which it appeared
that the sum of £4 8s 3 % d was still due to the him as Treasurer

It was proposed by Mr Pain, seconded by Mr Macmahon that the quarterly meetings be held on
the first Monday in January, April, July and October yearly and that the Committee be called
together by the Secretary at other times if necessary. Carried Unanimously

A Shaw
April 15t

The quarterly meeting of the 15t Monday in April was held. Present Mr Shaw, Mr MacMahon, Mr
Pain, Mr Stears, Mr Seymour.

A quarterly statement was read by the Librarian and passed unanimously by which it appeared
that the sum of £4 8s and 3 %2 d due to him as treasurer at the last meeting had been met by
various subscriptions and donations — but chiefly by the kindness of Lady Oglander in a special
subscription of four pounds. Mr Mason’s outstanding bill for printing of statement of accounts was
paid and a balance of 5s 10 %2 d remained in the hands of the treasurer.

It was proposed by Mr Stears, seconded by Mr Macmahon and carried unanimously that the
Library be closed for repair and amendment from 15t July to October 14 this year.

A Shaw
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8t July 1878
The quarterly meeting of the 15 of July was held. Present Messrs Shaw, Pain, Stears and the Librarian.
The quarterly account having a balance in hand of 7/5 % was passed unanimously and signed by the
chairman.

A Shaw
16™ August:

A meeting was called by the Librarian at which were present Messrs Shaw, Macmahon, C Pain, J
Seymour and the Librarian.

It was proposed by Mr Macmahon and seconded by Mr J Seymour and carried unanimously that the
following books be sent to be bound — lllustrated London News 1877 2 vols, Punch 1877, Quiver ditto,
British workman 1876/7, the cottager ditto, Animal World ditto, Church Missionary Gleaner ditto, Tract
magazine 1877, the Parish Magazine ditto.

A Shaw

23" September
A meeting was held. Present Messrs Shaw, Bench, Burt, Stears and the Librarian.

It was proposed by Mr Stears, seconded by Mr Burt and carried unanimously that nos 20.587 and 754
be renewed, that nos 669.670.680, 681, 711, 810, 903, 904 and 1912 be rebound — also that the
Librarian make an application to the “Religious Tract Society” for the yearly volumes of the Leisure
Hour at half price for the following
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...namely. 1861.2.3.5.6.7, 1872.5.6.7. The meeting was then adjourned till Monday evening next Sept
30" at seven o’clock.

John McMahon

October 4t
Present: Messers MacMahon, Stears, Burt, Pain and Librarian

The adjourned meeting above was held instead of Monday 30" Sept: at which the Librarian reported
the receipt of letter from the Religious Tract Society granting the application made above. Proposed by
Mr Stears, seconded by Mr Burt that the Librarian take the necessary steps to claim the grant.

The Librarian reported the gift of 40 vols of books from Mrs Glover, and was authorised to return the
thanks of the Committee for the same.

The Librarian also reported the purchase of five lots of books at a sale in Ryde Oct 3" at the
expenditure of £1 8s 6d which the Committee ordered to be paid him with thanks. Proposed by Mr Burt
and seconded by Mr Pain that the Librarian take the necessary steps for covering, numbering and
cataloguing the new books and draw up a statement to be presented to the Corporation at their annual
meeting on Oct 9™ inst.

The meeting was then adjourned to Monday evening Oct 71" at 9 o’clock.

John McMahon
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1878 October 7t
The adjourned meeting was held,
Present Messrs Stears, Macmahon, Burt, Seymour and the Librarian.
The librarian read a statement to be read as a report to the Town Corporation on Wednesday the 91",
It was proposed by Mr Pain and seconded by Mr Stears that the librarian get the report together with a
statement of the accounts up to October 29t printed for circulation.
C Pain, Chairman

October 28t

At a meeting held.
Present Messrs C Pain, H Burt, J Bench, Stears and Librarian.

The annual statement of accounts was read by the librarian shewing a balance due to the treasurer of
£1 7s 1 Y d. it was passed unanimously and ordered to be printed.

Mr Pain, Chairman
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7t August 1879
Brading Free Library, Statement of Accounts
from October 29" 1877 to October 315t 1878
Expenditure £13-16-11 %
Receipts £13-16-11 2

Report presented to the Corporation October 9™ 1878
Gentlemen, The Library Committee beg to lay before you their annual statement; and they are happy to
say that so far as this first year of experience goes, the Library has proved a decided success. The
number of persons in the Register, for the none months during which it was open, were 143 and the
number of books taken out no less than 1,897, the greatest number in one week being 71, on
December 10" 1877. The small proportion of books taken out in June proved that they were no so
much required in the summer; the Committee have therefore decided to close the library for 3 months,
thus giving the Librarian (who gives his service gratuitously) a rest, and also an opportunity of
thoroughly overhauling the books. This has now been done, and about one hundred more volumes
added to them. The Committee have been enabled to do this through the kindness of friends — chief of
whom is Lady Oglander, who generously came forward with her subscription of five pounds and
enabled the Committee to clear off the rather large deficit on last year’s account. Mrs Glover has also
kindly given to the Committee about 40 volumes of most suitable reading, and the Religious Tract
Society, has also given us a grant of the years back volumes of the “Leisure Hour” and “Sunday at
Home” at half price. The Misses Cole and Blanchard have also most kindly assisted again in the
covering and repairing of the books. To all these, and to those who have aided the Committee by their
subscriptions, they would hereby convey their sincere thanks for the same.

With regard to the financial position of the Library, the Committee have felt justified in using to the
utmost the funds placed at their disposal, but they hope to present a printed statement of accounts at
the end of the current month combined with the present report, and circulate it amongst the friends and
supporters of the Library.

Seeing that the Town Library has now proved itself useful to the community, the Committee would take
this opportunity of suggesting to the Corporation a few needful adjuncts to the Hall, for the greater
comfort of the many who now use it. The Librarian states that in wet weather there is a great soakage
of water at the foot of the stairs which requires looking to, and he also suggests the purchase of a good
door-mat and scraper, together with a small passage lamp to light the stairs.

We trust the Corporation will see their way to vote these requirements at once, as the winter season is
now approaching, and the Library opens again on Monday next, October 14th.

Signed on behalf of the Committee,
A Shaw, Chairman.
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April 21511879

A meeting was held.

Present Mr Maurice Pain, Mr Thomas Stears on the part of the Town, (Mr MacMahon absent), Mr J
Seymour, Mr William Riddick and Mr Harvey there on the part of the Social Club.

The Librarian having read the last minutes, it was ordered to be signed by Mr Maurice Pain who was
elected Chairman of the Committee.

The annual report and statement of accounts was ordered to be pasted in the Minute Book.

The Librarian then read a statement of the accounts to Jan 20" shewing a balance due to the
Treasurer of 9/7 %-.

Also from Jan 20" to April shewing a balance due to Treasurer of 13/1 Y.
These were signed by the Chairman.

The question of providing a Receipt Book in order to give a printed receipt to subscribers was left with
the Librarian.

The Committee unanimously decided that the Library be closed on the last Monday of June — the
reopening to be decided upon later.
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1879 August 7"

A meeting was held — present Mr Maurice Pain, Mr Thomas Stears, Mr Joseph Seymour and the
Librarian.

The Librarian brought before the Committee the Book of Receipts he was authorised to get and it was
passed by the Committee. It was proposed and passed by the Committee that the Librarian take what
steps he thought necessary to recover what books required it, and to bind the Sunday at Home,
Leisure Hour, word, Punch and lllustrated London News for 1878.

October 6"

A meeting was held.
Present Mr Maurice Pain, Mr John Bench, Mt Stears, Mr William Riddick,

The Librarian read a copy of a report for the year proposed to be read on Wednesday the 8" Oct
before the Corporation. The Committee accepted and passed the same. Given below Report of Library
Committee presented to the Corporation

October 8" 1879
Gentlemen, the Library Committee beg to lay before you again their annual statement, and they are

glad to be able to report, that the Library continues to prosper, in its course of giving to all classes an
opportunity of reading gratuitously, many of the word of our best authors. That the opportunity ...
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October 6" 1879 continued

...thus afforded is easily used, is most gratifying as the Committee are persuaded it is one of the surest
signs of social progress, and domestic happiness. The number of readers extended on register for the
past year were 138 and the number of books taken out 1915.

The Committee again decided to close the Library for the summer months, and are glad to report that
the books are now once more in good working order, and ready for the opening again on Monday next
Oct 10t

The thanks of the Committee are especially due to Miss Cole and Miss Blanchard, for this result as a
large number of books, owing to the continuous use, needed to be recovered in addition to new ones
added to the library. These latter are some what smaller in number than last year being about 50
volumes instead of a 100 then, but the Committee are fully persuaded that they are both useful and
entertaining and also of a good moral tone.

The greatest number were given by Lady Oglander, who has continued her generous support and to
whom the Committee have passed a special vote of thanks for the same; and also to J R Bishop Esq of
Yarbridge who kindly gave 19 volumes of most useful reading all...
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October 6" 1877 Continued

Covered and prepared for use. With regard to the expenditure the Committee beg to lay before
you the following account. The receipts for the year are from three sources. £-s-d
Subscriptions 7-2-0

Sale of catalogues 0-6-7

Received from fines 0-9-5

Total 7-18-0

The expenditure also is principly of a three fold character — namely the books including £2 from
Lady Oglander £2-16s-0d

Printing and binding 3-17-6

Twill for covering and miscellaneous, including

Balance due to treasurer last year of £1-7s-11/2d  2-15-3 %

Thus leaving a balance due to the treasurer of 1-10-9 %

The Committee have thought it best to obtain a printed book of receipts for the use of the library,
thereby avoiding the necessity of printing an annual statement of accounts. They would close this
report, by conveying their thanks to all who have kindly supported them and also to the
Corporation for the increased convenience and comfort of the Town Hall.

Signed on behalf of the Committee
M Pain Chairman
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1879 Oct 8t

At the annual meeting of the Corporation, the report given above was read by the Librarian and passed
by the meeting. At the same meeting the following members of the Corporation were elected the
Library Committee on the ensuing year:

Mr John Bench, Bailiff

Mr Clem Pain

Mr Maurice Pain

Mr Stears,

The members elected by the Social Club remaining the same, namely
Mr William Riddick, With the exception of Mr George
Mr Joseph Seymour, Henley instead of Mr Henry and there
Mr George Henley
J Bench

1879 Oct 16™
At a meeting held at the “Social Club”, present Mr John Bench Chairman, Messrs M Pain, C Pain, J
Stears, J Seymour and George Henley.

The Librarian reported that by a clerical error he had made the amount due to Treasurer in the report
presented to the Corporation to be one pound more than it should be namely £1 10s 9 %2 d instead of
10/9 %.. This would appear right in the quarterly account in the Library subscriptions book. The
accounts from Oct 8" to present date were presented and passed — as below.

Receipts — subscriptions 10/6, catalogue 11/. Fines 4. Total £1 1s 10d

Expenditure — Balance due 10/9 1/2 , cleaning hall 2/6, candles and packaging /6, word 3, matches 1d,
paper for lining 3, printer 1/6, books 4/- Total £1 1s 4 %2 d

Balance in hand 5% d




