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W9 I. LecH RicuMOND.

EGH RicHMOND, the famous
Evangelical preacher, and
author of ¢“The Dairyman’s
Daughter,” was born at Liverpool in
1772. In his childhood he acci-
Cently injured his left foot, and was
lamed for life. In 1797, shortly
after quitting Cambridge, where his
amiable nature had gained for him
many friends, he proceeded to the Isle of Wight,
where he entered upon the curacies of the
adjoining parishes of Brading and Yaverland.
Shortly after, an important change took place in
his religious views, the result of his perusal of
Wilberforce’s * Practical View of Christianity,” a
work which just then was making very great stir
in the religious world. Heart and soul, there-
upon, he surrendered himself to God; and the spiritual
advancement of his little flock and all connected with him
became the great aim of his life. More than one spot in
the island is instinct with memories of Legh Richmond.
At Brading are to be seen the cottage and the grave of
“Little Jane ;” and its churchyard brings to mind the scene
of the good pastor watching the little ones committing to
memory the verses on the stones. Shanklin Chine and its
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mimic cascade are also in a manner Legh Richmond’s,
- reminding us of his references to them in “The Young
Cottager.” If in pilgrim mood we wend through Yaverland,
his reflections on contemplating its church must of necessity
present themselves, including his remarks about the “ Three
Houses "—one of the most beautiful portions of “The
Dairyman’s Daughter ”—“The House of Prayer,” ‘ The
House for all living,” and “The House not made with
hands eternal in the heavens.” At Arreton is Elizabeth’s
cottage, and its churchyard contains her grave. And, lastly,
there is Sandown with its memories of “The Negro
Servant.” In 1805, after residing about eight years at
Brading, Mr. Richmond accepted the appointment of
Chaplain to the Lock Hospital in London. This place,
however, retained his services for a very few weeks. In
the summer of that year he removed to Turvey, of which
he was Rector twenty-two years. Whilst at Brading, as far
as we know, he published nothing, except a couple of
sermons and a few long-forgotten reviews."

Notwithstanding the great revival in religion that had
so recently stirred up the country, and put life into the
Church, Evangelical preachers of ability were still rare. It
took very short time for Mr. Richmond’s popularity to be
established, and great numbers from the neighbouring towns
and villages regularly swelled his congregation. The people
of North Bucks and Beds had already drunk decp at the
fountain of Evangelicalism, and now, instead of flocking to
Olney, as they did in the days of Newton and his immediate
successors, they flocked to Turvey; and all day every
Sunday a long row of carriages and other conveyances,
whose owners had put up at the “ Tinker of Turvey,” might
have been seen in the village street. Cottage lectures,
Sunday School work, and the numerous other duties that
employ a conscientious minister of the Gospel, occupied
much of his time. His work, however, did not lie entirely
in Turvey. On account of urgent solicitation he travelled
about the country during certain portions of the year
preaching in aid of the Church Missionary Society, the
Society for Promoting Christianity among the Jews, and
other Christian institutions. At Manchester, at Leeds, at
Mellor among the Derbyshire hills, in the Lake District, or
wherever he happened to be preaching, multitudes flocked
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to hear him, and his sermons proved a lasting blessing to
thousands. His visit in 1820 to the famous island of Iona,
in Scotland, is especially noteworthy, and forms the subject
of our last sketch. Mr. Richmond’s success in these travels
was marvellous, and the amount of work he got through
day after day was a wonder to everybody. His acceptance
of one of the secretaryships of the Religious Tract Society
and his appointment as Chaplain to the Duke of Kent, the
father ot Her Majesty Queen Victcria (1814), had also
greatly enlarged his sphere of usefulness. His three remark-
able narratives, ¢ The Dairyman’s Daughter,” ** Little Jane,”
and “ The Negro Servant,” appeared first in The Christian
Guardian (1809, 1810, 1811), and afterwards in the form of
tracts. The volume in which they were united, and in which
were considerable additions to the first of the narratives,
received the name of ‘“The Annals of the Poor,” and it 1s
on this work that the reputation of Legh Richmond chiefly
rests. The popularity of the tracts, for it was as tracts that
they first secued general notice, was instantaneous. ““The
Dairyman’s Daughter ”’ was an especial favourite. It found
its way into cottage and palace, and sold by thousands,
even by millions. The cause of this popularity is easy to
understand. “To a style,” as Grimshawe says, ‘“simple,
elegant, and full of pathos, ‘“there is united a spirit of
Christian love which transfuses its sweetness into every
thought and expression. The beautiful imagery of his
descriptions also attracted attention, but,to quote Grimshawe
again, ““ The stamp of truth and reality which marks the
details of the story, and the expression of feelings which
find a response in every awakened mind constitute its
principal charm.” The first is, without doubt, the master-
piece. Few, who have read it, will easily forget the
account of the death of the Dairyman’s Daughter—the
mother that sighed, but could not weep; the big tear on
the brother’s cheek; the old man gazing fixedly at his
child ; the closed eyes and wasted face of Elizabeth;
the old soldier silently reaching out his Bible and pointing
with his finger to the passage in Corinthians ; the pastor
breaking the silence with the solemn words ““ O death, where
is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?” Itisa sad
but beautiful scene. ¢The Fathers of the English Church,”
(1807%-12) a work which embodied the substance of the more
important writings of Tindal, Ridley, Latimer, Cranmer,
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Hooper, and others, caused Mr. Richmond great anxiety.
Though its merit was acknowledged on all sides, the sale wasat
first insufficient to defray the expense of publication—owing
chiefly to the voluminousness and consequent expensiveness
of the work—and he only escaped from his troubles through
the very great exertions of his friends.

To Mr. Richmond as a power in the pulplt we
have already alluded. But it will not be amiss to
quote his own description of his preaching. “In
matter,” he says, “I keep the Lord Jesus Christ con-
tinually present, and experimentally applied to the con-
sciences, affections, and understandings of the hearers;
my people are constantly used to the exhibition of the
saving offices of Christ, as prophet, priest, and king—all and
in all—strengthening, comforting, guiding, and making the
believing sinner meet for the inheritance of the saints in
light. I preach the duties of Christians, not as detached
and separate appendages to doctrines, but as intimately
connected and infallibly mixed with them, and flowing from
them; still keeping the work of the Holy Spirit in view,
as convincing, directing, and revealing Jesus as the
principle of both justification by faith alone, and of sancti-
fication through the Holy Spirit. These rich, never-failing,
faithful, and consolatory truths I feel to be the great
subject and object of the Christian ministry ; and as
such I have ever preached them fully, freely, and
experimentally.”

“ If ministers,” said Mr. Richmond, “ would give their
flock these plain Scriptural truths in Godly simplicity their
flocks would both love and bless them.”

He thus describes his manner: “ As ‘o manner, my
first object is to exhibit affection, earnestness, and a real
desire that any sentzment and every sentence may profit the
hearts of my heavers.”

In August, 1822, after an absence of twenty years,
Mr. Richmond again visited the Isle of Wight. The
reception -he received could not have been more hearty
bad he been a king. Speaking of a happy meeting at
Bembridge, he says, “It was the most affecting and
affectionate scene ever witnessed. Such meetings, welcomes,
congratulations, smiles, tears, salutations from men, women,
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and children! It is indelibly impressed upon my mind
and beggars all description.”

He thus writes in his diary: “ August 31 (1822)—
Fixed to have a Bible Meeting on Thursday next. Set
out with my daughter, Fanny, and went through Brading to
Sandown. All the way strong associations. Every tree,
hedge, gate, house, revived them. Went to Shanklin to
the Chine. Exquirite views; dined in the Chine. Re-
turned to Brading. Was much affected on reading many
gravestones ; so many that I once knew well.”

“ September 1 (Sunday)—A most affecting day. Went
after breakfast to Brading. Before church saw many friends
who most affectionately greeted me. Preached from
Psalm viii. 4. Church most crowded. I was much affected
by the whole scene.”

“September 2—Went to Brading, showed little Jane’s
cottage to Fanny, called on numbers of the people. Much
friendly and kind reception at Brading; religious and
devotional feeling in every direction.”

¢ September 6—Visited Robert Wallbridge (brother
of the ‘Dairyman’s Daughter.’) We went to Arreton Church
and visited her grave.”

“ September 12—A day to be much remembered.
On this day twenty-five years since I first read Mr. Wilber-
force’s book on Christianity, in my little study, in the
Vicarage house at Brading, aud thence, and then, received
my first serious, and, I hope, saving impressions ; and little
Jane was the firstfruits of my change of principles.”

“ A memorial stone was this day pvt up over the grave
of little Jane, the ‘Young Cottager,’ my sfirst convert and
seal in Brading. Multitudes attended, old and young, from
all the vicinity. Her parents bent weeping over the grave.”

“We then adjourned to the cottage where she lived and
died, and I distributed a number of ¢ Young Cottager’
tracts to the inhabitants and neighbourhood, who came in
throngs to receive them. A truly affecting scene.”

The stone was thus inscribed : —

Sacred to the memory of
“ LITTLE JANE,”
Who died January 3oth, 1799, in the z5th year of her age.
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% Ye who delight the power of God to trace,’
And mark with j joy each monument of grace,
Tread lightly o’er this grave, as ye explore
The short and simple annals of the poor.

A child reposes underneath this sod—

A child to memory dear, and dear to God!
‘Rejoice ! yet shed the tributary tear— -
- Jane, the ¢ Young Cottager,’ lies buried here.”

A week later a stone to the memory of the Dairy-
man’s Daughter” (Elizabeth Wallbridge) was put up in
Arreton Churchyard.

Mr. Richmond’s latter days were saddened by the
loss of his sons Wilberforce and Nugent; but his health
had long been on the decline, and he died on the 8th of
May, 1827. His funeral sermon was preached by his
old friend, Mr. Fry, of Emberton, who took for his text
Romans vii. 24, 25, which had bteen chosen by Mr.
Richmond a short time previous.

II. A PEEP AT TURVEY.

The Turvey of Legh Richmond’s day was very different
-from the Turvey of to-day. Instead of comfortable and
picturesque cottages erected with that charming irregularity
yet studied uniformity that makes Turvey such a model
-village, you would have seen for the most part a collection
of thatched, tumble-down, and in every way wretchedly-
conditioned abodes. The present happy state of affairs is
owing to two gentlemen—Mr. C. L. Higgins, of Turvey
Abbey, and Mr. T. C. Higgins, of Turvey House, a mansion
at the other end of the village. Mr. C. L. Higgins, when
a young man, made the resolve that when he should come
into possession of his father’s property, he would effect
three things—i1, Restore the church; 2, Re-build the
cottages on the estate ; 3, Provide schools. And he kept his
word. About the same time Mr. T. C. Higgins, too,
effected considerable improvements. The Rectory, a
modern residence, occupies the site of Legh Richmond’s
parsonage. In one of the windows may be seen a pane of
glass (taken from the old house) on which Mr. Richmond
scratched his name.

&
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The church tower is now surmounted by a pyramidal
roof, with a gilt cross. Entering the edifice through the
porch, which, as is usual, is on the south side, we notice
first the thick oaken doors with curious ancient ironwork,
and then the massive Norman font, which in Mr. Richmond’s
time (and as figured in illustrations) stood in the chancel
just in front of the Communion Table. The appearance ‘of
the edifice from the west end of the nave is most impressive.
The large stained-glass window ot the chancel was inserted
in 1852, when the church was restored and beautified by
Mr. (afterwards Sir) Gilbert Scott. On the left of the
chancel is the large and handsome organ; and on the right,
between the pillars of the nave, we can see the ancient
monuments of the Mordaunt family. At the fourth pillar
on the left stood the pulpit of Legh Richmond (the present
pulpit is in the usual place on the north side of the chancel
arch); and about the middle of the north aisle are tablets
to Mr. Richmond, and his wife Mary (who died in 1873,
aged 95), their sons Nugent and Wilberforce, and two
other children who died in infancy. There is also a brass
commemorating the names of the rest of Legh Richmond’s
children, with the dates of their deaths. On the right,
above the pointed arches of the nave, can be seen the
narrow rounded arches of the original Saxon church., From
the ceiling are suspended handsome chandeliers ; and the
beauty of the windows (of the decorated style most of them)
with their coloured lights, adds to the effectiveness of the
scene. In the middle line of the pavement of the nave is
a quarry of brass engraved E. M. (Erasmus Middleton, the
distinguished evangelical clergyman who preceded Mr.
Richmond), and in the chancel a similar one with L. R.
(Legh Richmond), which mark the spots where these two
remarkable men were interred.

The tablet to the memory of Legh Richmond is in-
scribed as follows :— Sl

Sacred to memory of
The Rev. LecH Ricamonp, A.M.,
Twenty-two years Rector of this Parish.
Endowed with superior talents,
His highest ambition was to consecrate them to the service
Of_GQd, - b :






