THE ISLE OF WIGHT COUN

S FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 1986

Celebratlon tlme for

I PAST AND  present  Brading
- Brovnies Jolned together for the
tenth birthday celebrntions of the
 puck recently,
The celehrations, held af Brad-
Ing  Primary ool,  wore
attended by over 85 adults and
 childeen, including some of (hclr
 original members,

Guests of honour were Mrs, 8.

Low, county commissioner.
P Rowsell, district mmbﬂtm-
o, and the Rev. E, Hayden,
vicar of Brading.

Mrs. I, Baker, who M

cm pult. wis also present as

and present Brown

Owln. m. P, Collapy and Mrs,
S, Poyner,

There was enfectainment by

brownies

lndelhﬂl
dombv

tured,







W.I Victorian Fete.

FAYRE

Brading, Mrs, J. Morris
resident ., thanked members for
‘u Iping 1o make the Victorian
Fayre u succe

Specinl thanks wemt (o Mrs
A, Finlay for her hard work
which included organising the
evening conce

that £100
Frust for
wh hall
pe fund

Yeal ca

Blackham read cor
nee which incduded
Jetter (eom @ tout itm suggesting
that members might enjoy a ride
in a vintage coach

It was decided to combine the
ride with & tp o M. Mary's
Hompatal. Newpont, to visit the
new of uni

Steawberties and cream, and
sones were pﬂmdrd by Mirs
Marris and Mrs. Blackham.

Mrs. . Seoft won the m

wnm for 4 lnﬂw

Iumud Mrs, O, (Jldfty

e
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TODAY, as on most Sundays,
John Henry will push a cart 300
yards to his brother's house to
collect water for his garden. Mr
Henry has his own water sup-
ply but it is metered. His
brother’s is not.

Later this week, as part of a
water metering trial, he will be
among the first Isle of Wight
residents to receive a bill calcu-
lated according to how much he
has used. “I shan't pay it,” he
says, “Imay spend a few days in
Parkhurst but I won't pay it."

Many islanders face bills up
to three times higher than
under the old system. The
island, supphed by Southern
Water, is the biggest area tak-
ing part in the trial, which aims
* to establish whether metering
should replace the system
based on rateable values.

Thousands of households in
the trial made economies ear-
lier this year when they
received estimates suggesting
they faced much higher bills.
Mr Henry, 73, collects water
from his roof and greenhouse
for the garden and to wash his

i . ’ s CETTY car. He takes showers rather
W EEE SO AR Wi e B pe oo R S R ey than baths and uses washing
ater performance: John Henry, whose water supply is metered, on the weekly 600-yard round-trip !rom his brother's unmetered house MURRAY SANDERS machine water for the garden.

Ian Katz reports on an experiment dividing the Isle of Wight

Meters enrage island
forced to test waters

Larger families will be hard-
est hit by the new system,
which takes no account of the
number of people in each home.
“It's a tax on children,” said
Mrs Pat Fosbury, a mother-of-
three, whose bill has risen from
£102 to an estimated £295. She
intends to pay only the lower
pre-metering rate.

Those who stand to gain most
from metering are couples or
single people in highly-rated
areas. Mrs Kate Stevens, a pen-
sioner in Newport, says she was
delighted to receive an esti-
mated bill of £37.75 for the year.
Before metering she paid £158.

Southern Water says about 50
per cent of households will
receive bills under £120, the
average prior to metering. Only
10 per cent of users will have to
pay over £200, it claims.

Under the new system, which
designed to produce the same
revenue as the old, consumers
pay four charges: two for water
supplied, one for sewerage and
a standing Water
out at about £1 per cubic metre.
That means a bath can cost up
0 20p.

Some councillors and doctors
fear that islanders will jeopar-

R ——

dise their health by cutting
back on water to save money,
despite Southern Water's deci-
sion to offer a fixed for
“basic necessities” at a prefer-
ential rate. Dr Peter Brand, a
GP, said: “There are people who
will find it difficult to maintain
basic hygiene without ming
three times more for their
water.”

Over six-months, consump-
tion in metered homes was
down by up to 23 per cent. “We
did not get the huge peak
demands on hot sunny m
nings, when

rise by 50 per cent,” said Mr
‘Alistair Smith, director of
Southern Water on the island.

The installation of meters
outside each of the island's
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