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o A representative cross-section of the residents of Brading Civil Parish outside the Town Hall at 1.30pm on Sunday, 6th May, 2001.
At 2.00pm they will witness the sealing and burial of the Brading Millenium Time Capsule in the Tudor Garden, opposite
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Having coated the mating surfaces of the capsule and lid with Silicon

sealant, Bob and Joe insert and tighten 20 peripheral screws securing
the lid to the capsule. Meanwhile, Marianne prepares to replace all

residual air within the sealed capsule with an inert gas to prevent decay
or corrosion of the stored items - and Damon adopts a cricketer’s ‘field-
ing’ posture to catch dropped screws!

Finally, in a few days time, after the cement has set , the Brading Day |
2000 Dragon will be installed in the enclosure to guard the buried cap-
p-sule for at least the next 50 years. '

7

a3

| Filling and sealing the Brading Millenium Time Capsule.

Tudor Garden, Sunday, 6 May, 2001
Mis Marianne Sullivan, Mayor of Brading, 2000 - 2001, ﬁlls' the' plas-
tic liner of the capsule with memorabilia of Brading Civil Parish in the
Millennium year, 2000. Bob Beeson, the Town’s Lengthsxpan, stands
by to insert Silica Gel moisture-absorbant crystals into the liner before
sealing the lid to the capsule.
Witnessing the procedure is

Russ Lea, Community Committee mem-
ber and photographer, whose digital picture of the assembly of Brading
Townsfolk, taken half-and-hour previously, has already been processed
and placed in the capsule! Also present are Joe Tracey anq Damon
Trueman who are getting some instruction on gasjtlgl'lt containers and
making good the pavement after the capsule is buried in the hole.
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By Dalya Alberge
Arts Correspondent

SPECTACULAR Roman mos-
aics in the Isle of Wight may
be reburied unless £2.5 million
can be raised to protect them.

The Brading Roman Villa,
discovered in the 1880s and
considered one of the most
important Roman villa sites in
Western Europe, is covered by
a corrugated-iron building
that has been condemned.

The site, which boasts 4th-

| century mosaics of great
| importance, is now on the

World Monument Fund’s list

of the most endangered sites

and English Heritage’s register
of buildings at risk.

Structural engineers give it
less than three years before its
safety is- compromised. Flood
waters have already inflicted
serious damage in a freak
storm, about ten years ago.
Expensive conservation and
protection measures are vital,

About 26,000 people visit
the villa each year. David Guy,
chairman of the villa’s trus-
tees, said: “The demolition
clock for the cover building is
now ticking. If we fail in our
task, the mosaics will be cov-
ered with earth and the site
and its Roman scenes will be

removed from public view.”

The trustees will launch an
official fundraising campaign
on May 21, and are hoping to
receive help from the Heritage
Lottery Fund and English Her-
itage.

Mr Guy said: “Unfortunate-
ly, to claim the lottery funding
and to start conservation work
we must first raise £500,000 in
matching funds. This is a
daunting task for the Isle of

| Wight, whose small communi-

ty of 129,000 has the highest

The Medusa typifies
imagery of the mosaics

ratio of adult unemployment
in the South.”

The problems come as
archaeologists have found evi-
dence suggesting that the villa
was used for eye operations.
An eye surgeon visiting from
Toronto recently - spotted a
bronze tool on display that
resembled instruments used in
modern surgery.

Neville Carr, curator of the
villa, said: “We thought it was

a probe for getting the meat

out of crab claws. It’s a small
bronze instrument, about
10cm long. One end is angled,
for rolling the eyelid back. At
the other end, is a sharp blade,
about 4mm across, which we
think was used to cut cata-
racts. Now we've got to re-
think what that part of the vil-
la might have been used for.”

A small diamond-shaped
piece of bone has also just
been identified, after the dis-
covery of similar objects in
northern France.

They are thought to be vot-
ive “eye offerings”, given to
the gods when eyesight was
failing. They are decorated
with a circle with a dot that

| mosaics for nation

resembles an eye. Two of the
mosaics also bear a similar
design.

Brading Villa, which s
owned by a charitable trust, is
near the picturesque medieval
town of Brading, at the eastern
end of the Isle of Wight.
Mr Carr said that an ophthal-

mic practitioner may have ° "h

been resident in the house or
an owner. “Perbaps it was a
centre for medical excellence,”
he suggested.

The Romano-British settle-
ment flourished through an
active stone-quarrying indus-
try and a maritime trade. The
mosaic floors were first laid in
its courtyard early in the 4th
century. More followed about
AD355, 3

The villa is now one of only
ten domestic buildings in
Britain where mosaic floors
can be seen in situ. The Brad-
ing mosaics depict a variety of
classical representations that
are unparalled in the
Romano-British world. The
elaborate imagery and symbol-
ism of scenes suggest that the
owner was highly cultured,

Repeated depictions of pea-
cocks, often used to convey
the concept of eternal life, sug-
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Historical lampoon: the cock-headed figure is a satirical reference to a Roman emperor

gest that these birds lived in
the villa garden.

The mosaics include a cock-
erel-headed man in a scene
where wild beasts have been re-
leased into an amphitheatre.
Archaeologists believe that it
was intended as a specific
lampoon of Caesar Gallus, the
ruler of the Eastern Roman
Empire from AD251 to 253,
who was criticised for wasting
his time at the amphitheatre.

“Gallus” means cock in Latin.

Mr Guy said: “It seems that
the owner of the Brading Villa
may have had a particular reas-
on to dislike Gallus. The story
of the cock-headed man typi-
fies the allegory, politics and
double-entendre which is so
cleverly written into the image-
ry of Brading’s mosaics.”

Imagery includes Orpheus
charming the beasts of the for-
est and Tritons, or sea-beasts,
carrying reclining nymphs on
their backs.

Colin Amery, director of the
World Monuments Fund in
Britain, said that the mosaics
were under threat and that
their inclusion on the interna-
tional list of endangered sites
recognises their rarity and
global significance.

Burying this Roman inherit-
ance was like drowning the
Mary Rose, he said.

“Archaeology seldom at-
tracts the kind of donors who
will buy a painting for the
National Gallery or the Tate.

It is time for the Heritage Lot~
tery Fund and the Govern-
ment to find the whole cost of|
protecting the heritage of|
Britain,” he said.

Steve Cosh, an expert in
mosaics, said: “These mosaics
are of extraordinary quality.
The subject-matter is so
important that people have
said this is ‘an art gallery in
stone’. If a new building can’t
be constructed, they would
have to be deeply buried to

HELP!

we're trying
to save
the mosaics...

Brading's Roman villa is at risk.

You can help us save it.
Ta0 2,

orqanisation. If vou do not wish to recefy

One of the Interesting ‘Finds’

el T | made during the preparations

for modernising the Roman Villa

building and site.

A figurine of the Roman deity

Pan

It has one yellow eye and one
green: is made of bronze and stands
about 46mm (1.8in) tall.

It would hold a staff in it’s right
hand (not found)
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Brading W.L. visit the Brading Roman Villa, 23rd September, 2

Above: Lady Hanworth explains the significance of one of the
striking mosaics in the Villa complex.
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No! No! The Ladies are not in prison - just on the outside of the temporary security barrier looking in.

Visit of HRH Prince Edward,
Earl of Wessex,

to the Brading Roman Villa,
22" May, 2003

2)

' Lefi; Prince Edward chats over a cup of tea
Listening to Curator, Mr Neville Carr, explaining the work going on around the Nyphaneum ‘Water Feature’ In the Brading W_I. tent.




JICKED ROMAN STUFF

Discover how
the Romans
', lived, laughed

and fought :
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its mosaics of international importance. From this point good views

of the bay can be seen.

;

house wit
The walk should take about an hour.

The corrugated building was erected in 1900 to protect the remains of the Villa

f ‘Walk In’ thefts recently, in the new Road

& The Mall area, which occurred when the occupants were either out or at the

Community Police Message
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Since the Brading Roman Villa opened again in August, 2004, there have
been several incidents of its notice boards in the Old Morton Road area being

vandalised. One newly erected board in the approach road to the site was

There have been two incidents o
uprooted the night after it was installed.
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Anyone, either neighbours or passers-by, witnessing such incidents should ring
the Police service, either on 0845 045 45 45 or, if it is known that elderly or infirm
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28 Beachfield Road, Sandown:
IN YOUR front page report of
Jo Cowan’s DIY action on
repainting the IW Council’s
signs to the new Brading
Roman Villa Exhibition and
Visitor Centre (opening this
Sunday), ClIr Ernie Fox is quot-
ed as saying: “It is surprising no
one from the villa has told us of
the problem” gCP, 23-07-04).

As a trustee of the Brading Roman
Villa and chairman of the fundraising
c}(]).mmittee, I was astounded to read
this.

In April, Neville Carr, the villa’s
managing director, confided to me
that, despite having chased the council
for more than a year on the signage
issue, he had got nowhere. I rang the
council and proposed a joint meeting
with representatives of the planning
and highways departments.

I was told that I should queue up at
one of the planning office’s morning
surgeries and that the duty officer
would be able to deal with our con-
cerns. After a 90-minutes’ wait, I was
told that what was needed was a joint
meeting with representatives from the
planning department and highways
department! Naturally, I agreed and it
was arranged for May 18.

At the meeting, I explained the

roblems of marketing a new attrac-
tion as remote as the villa and illustrat-
ed my case with photographs. The
results were briefly as follows:

1. The trustees would not be
allowed to advertise the existence of
the exhibition on approach roads to
the villa.

2. The council was providing new
brown tourist signs and these would be
in place before the villa’s opening date
on August 1, 2004.

3. A representative from the council
would be in touch within the next two
weeks to discuss the details.

After Jo Cowan was appointed mar-
keting manager of the villa, nearly a
month pas; ' ~~1 nothing further was
heard fro: . _ouncil. She rang the
planning ment to be told she
should a - one of the morning
surgeries 1 await her turn in the
| queue. ‘

PC Ray Harbour

residents may be vulnerable, - 999

Frustrating tale of
s and red tape

VoS CoORY RBSFRIDAY JU 1Y 39Ta 200§

From Anne Lewington,

Assisi, Main Road, Chillerton:
HAVING read with interest the arti-
cle Mosaic heads villa campaign (CP,
23-07-04) 1 feel inspired to add the
following thought as to the mystery of
the cock-headed man depicted in
Brading Roman Villa.

“Thought to parody the emperor of
the day” and “cannot be found any-
where else” are quotes from your arti-
‘cle which would not seem to equate
with information contained in a book,
Tlu? Gnostics, by Tobias Churton,
which accompanied the 1987 Channel
Four series.

In the words of Iranaeus, a second
century bishop determined to stamp
out the Christian heresy known as
Gnostism: ‘If anyone yields himself up
to them like a little sheep and follows
out their practice and tgeir redemp-
tion, such a person becomes so puffed
up that...he walks with a strutting gait
and a supercilious countenance, pos-
sessing the pompous air of a cock.”

Tobias Churton added: “The
redemption appears to have been a
gnostic initiation rite...As for the
cock, gnostic charms and statuettes
have been found featuring the body of
a man and the head of a cock, laugh-
Ing at, presumably, the world and its

Heresy in Brading?

BRADING

ROMAN VILLA

cares. The figures are sometimes
called Abraxas, a ‘being of light’. The
symbol of the cock presumably derives
from the observation that the cock is
the first animal to greet the morn.
Some Gnostics liked to think them-
selves this way, as an avant garde of
the human race.”

Any possibility this might be the
true identity of the cock-headed man?
Heresy in Brading, whatever next?

After an hour, she was despatched
to the highways department, where
she waited another four hours before
receiving a gromise that the council
would come back to her within a week.

Despite almost daily calls, nothing
happened until last week when she
was told the council was reconsidering
its FOlle on brown signs and that
feplacements would probably not be
ready for another year.

She asked that our maintenance
contribution be used for mending the
existing signs and was told that these
might actually be taken down. She was
oftere_d the réturn of our maintenance
contribution but explained, with
understandable exasperation, that we
did not want our money back, we
wanted the signs repainted.

When, last week, the sign for

Moreton Old Road disappeared
overnight, the trustees reluctantly con-
cluded that their only remedy was self-
help and thus Jo’s efforts with the
Tippex bottle. )

It gives me no pleasure to write this
letter as the IW Council, particularly
Clirs Heather Humby and Shirley
Smart, have been extremely support-
ive of the Villa Trust. ;

The trustees have not only raised £3
million but have also, with the help of
an Island architect and Island contrac-
tors, triumphantly brought in the pro-
ject on budget and on time. Cllr Fox’s
suggestion that they have been so
incompetent as to overlook the sig-
nage issue is, in all the circumstarnces,
just too much to bear.

An apology is clearly due from Clir
Fox.

L

Brading Roman Villa site manager Nigel Meaden prepares to

new sedum roof covering. Picture by CHRIS THWAITES o6o4-c14

THE tow Lo 16601 Biilding 1o cover 1 on wp will not penetrate into

the priceless mosaics at the Brading
Roman Villa has now been topped
out with its environmentally-friendly
living roof.

A bird’s eye view of the innovative build-
ing can be seen from The Downs but with
its cedar cladding it looks equally eye-catch-
ing from close up.

With an interior that uses the latest engi-
neering techniques and its emphasis on low-
energy use, the building could be set to win
awards.

But it is its green roof, planted with
sedum and designed to fit in with the sur-
rounding area of outstanding natural beau-
ty, that will be the biggest talking point.

There is nothing like it on the Island and
only one or two other similar structures
nationally. )

The roof has two levels of felt, ane of

which is designed so the roots of the sedum

The other layer has an in-built
growth promoter to get the sed
Now almost the whole roof I
ered in an operation that lastet
days and involved rolling out
imported from a specialist ma
pany. It will have white and ye
and ranges in colour from greer
Sedum was chosen inste:
because it is easier to maintail
insulating properties, an impo
in the low-energy building.
One of the trustees, Antho
said: “The interior has to be ke
temperature and the building
windows at the top that allow ti
culate naturally and help to kee
ing cool in summer and warm in
The architects were Rainey P
with another Island company,
Construction, doing all the work
Site agent Nigel Meaden s:
been quite a chi
one of the most
jobs I have done
form a new roo
existing buildin,
off once we had
roof over the top
It is on schedu
ing to paying
August 1, althot
groups will be o
views between th
on July




Burdettt. 0405-j16155

JUDGES for this year’s

IW Society’s Conser-

vation Awards were so
| impressed by the Brading
| Roman Villa they created
| an award to recognise It.

At Thursday’s prize giving
ceremony at East Cowes
Town Hall the project to
rehouse the villa — which
saved the 4th century remains
from being reburied to pre-
serve them — was described
as driven by Islanders for the
good of the Island.

The night also saw awards
go to Newchuch Primary
School, Great Whitefield
Manor in Ashey, Greenfields
at Lake and Appleford Barns

near Chale. L
But it was the villa — which

received the Posterity Award
__ that received some of the
biggest plaudits from society
chairman David Burdett.

“The battle was to raise
enthusiasm to attract millions
of pounds to do the job prop-
erly. The whole project was
driven by Islanders for the
good, not only of the Island,
but for the nation as well.

LOCAL archae
series of fascina
ing rec
Roman Villa.

The latest fi
have come to
Archaeological

place prior to w
Heritage Lottery-
A team of loca
the experienced €y
uncovered three
a prehistoric gro
ably pre-dates even
County arc
«Obviously, Kevin,

historic surface

were used.
«This will s

farmed long b€
“There 1S NO

the marks, but W&

up fa

ologists have .made a
ting discoverics dur-

ent excavations a

inds would probably never
light had the IW County

Service

Heritage not stipulat :
ork beginning on a new

funded roof for the villa.
| archacologists, under
e of Kevin Trott, has
or new finds, including
und surface that consider-
the Iron Age remains.

maj

haeologist Ruth Waller 8¢
vin still has to write his final

- think we have found a pre-
which still shows the marks

of the wooden ploug

how us how the Jand was
fore the Romans arrived.

absolute evidence to date
think they are prehis-

County archivist Richard Smout, right, presents Ke H

B!'adlng Roman Villa, with the Posterity g\ward. Back, fro%i(?éft are Colin
Hibberd and Godfrey Buckett, with the Countryside Complement’ary Award
Newchurch Primary School’s chairman of governers Colin Richards and
headteacher Anne Watts, with the Conservation Award, Avril Fox and
AnQrew. HopV\{ood with the Jo Mitchell Landscaping Awa;d Alan and Liz
Wainwright with the Award of Merit and chairman of the IW ’Society David

AP RIA. 241k 05
New award

needed
for villa

“Many Islanders dug into
their pockets to contribute to
the funds,” said Mr Burdett.

The building eventually
cost £3 million and its impor-
tance as an architectural pro-
ject has been recognised
beyond the Island.

Earlier this month the villa
was shortlisted for a national
Civic Trust Award. :

The night’s other big win-
ner was the IW Council’s
Newchurch Primary School
extension, which received the
top award for the year
because of efforts to make the
new section blend with the
19th century building.

Restoration work at Great
Whitefield Manor in Ashey
was recognised with a certifi-
cate of merit and the Vectis
Housing Association project
at Greenfields was given the
Jo Mitchell Award for land-

scaping.

t Brading

and English

ed excavations take

advice.

burial.

h Waller said:

hs, called ards, that

7

iy

manager of

Brading Roman Villa

Brading, Tel. 406223

Setin an Area of Outstanding
Natyral Beauty the newly opened
café at Brading Roman Villa
offers spectacular views over the
countryside and Solent. Outside
terrace and a menu with
gomething for everyone. The café
IS open every day both for
visitors to the exhibition and
those who come just to
appreciate the stunning views.

FRIDAY, MARCH 8, 2002
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Brading dig throws
scinating finds

toric because they were under the iron-age
surface. We also discovered that when the
Victorians excavated the villa in the 1880s
they were only interested in the walls.

“Kevin has now found, along with a load
of Victorian rubbish, more of the room
floor surfaces, which gives us good dating
evidence.

“Finally, we have discovered a conun-
drum for which we will need specialist

Vcry clqse to the room in the villa
which contains a mosaic of peacocks and a
man with a bird’s head, we found a bird

“It is possibly some kind of testament to
the villa owner’s love of birds or a ritual to
the gods which was done just before or just
after the floor was laid.

“We think it could be a peacock, but
tests will have to confirm it.

“It is very exciting because it gives us a
direct link between people on the Island
now and the people of 2,000 years ago.

“That’s why I think it’s nice that
Islanders were involved in this excavation.”

of a peacock and

near mosaics de

ohn Winch cleaning a bird grave, perhaps that

part of a possible ritual burial
Picting birds. osoe- 04396

-
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TRUSTEES of Brading Roman
Villa have got the go-ahead from

County Hall to put a new cover
over the remains, but they have
yet to overcome the last major

hurdle — money.

Last week planning councillors granted
full planning permission and listed build-
ing consent for the new building, which
will be one storey high with a dark green
roof and natural ventilation.

It will replace the existing century-old
leaky corrugated iron building nearing the

Visitors’ chariots po

BRADING Roman Villa may have had
good news from the Heritage Lottery
Fund about money for future expan-
sion, but for one nearby residentalong-
standing inconvenience could be about
to turninto anightmare.

Elizabeth Heslop has lived in her bunga-
low, Anemoen, on the approach road to the
villa, adjacent to Morton 0Old Road, since
1986. 1

Her historic house, built in 1924, was
owned by a Greek ambassador and Lawrence
of Arabia is known to have been a former
guestthere.

But over the years Mrs Heslop has often
been bothered by coaches clipping the edge
of her orchard as they round the corner from
Old Morton Road togoup to thevilla.

. Now she fears the proposed new facilities
funded by the award and the resulting year-
round opening timeswillmean heavier traffic
and serious damage to her property.

To add to Mrs Heslop’s misery, part of the
villa approach road that fronts her house —
and which is also owned by her — is only 18
feet wide and she is concerned that the
increase in traffic will cause serious jams —
thevilla has aright of way throughthe road.

Two years ago Mrs Heslop became so frus-
trated that she offered the Oglander Trust,
which runs the villa, the chance to buy the
land on the corner of her orchard, but when
she didn’t hear from them, she built a wall
around the corner instead.

Mrs Heslop said: “If the traffic increases, it
is going to devalue my property and I will
completelylose my privacy.

«What  want now is to be compensated for
thoselosses.

«J am not against the plans for the villa at
all, but I feel Twill be losing the (iuiet home in
which I brought up my children.’

A spokesman from the Oglander Trust
said: “We have metwith the lady concernedin
the past and have offered to talk with her
about howwe canrelieve the situation.

«But as a charity, we don’t have money to

throwaround.

tle to

rading

By Barhara McSweeney

end of its life. The owners, the Oglander
Roman Trust, were recently awarded £1.9
million Heritage Lottery Fund money to
pay for not just the building but a visitor
centre, complete with small museum,
school room, lecture theatre and cafe. f

But the trust, which hopes to start work
early next year, needs to raise £600,000
before it can get its hands on the lottery
lolly.

Trustee David Tomalin said they may be
able to raise the money from bodies such

Elizabeth Heslop on the corner

§he fears will suffer from
increased coach traffic to the
Roman villa at Brading. 1201- c04905

“We do appreciate that it is a difficult cor-
ner, but coaches have always used it and will
obviously goonusingit.

“We are not unsympathetic to her plight
and we would be happy tolook atitwithher.”

IW Council planning committee members
visited the site last week as partof the villa’s
application for changes to tﬁc site and struc-
ture.

villa

as the World Monuments Fund and
English Heritage — but only if people on
the Island also demonstrate a commit-
ment.

He believes the task will be made easi-
er by the villa’s recent listing as one of
the world’s 100 most endangered sites by
the Heritage Lottery Fund.

He said: “We’ve been waiting for the
planning approval before we went forward
to potential sponsors.”

He hoped local people and businesses
would help out: “The degree of local
commitment and enthusiasm we can show
is very important.”

se problem for resident
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Roman museum
keeps the best
discovery for last

By Dalya Alberge
Arts Correspondent

TWO Roman floors dating
from the 4th century have
been discovered on the site of
a £3 million museum on the
Isle of Wight just days before
it is due to open.

A few inches of decorative
patterns were spotted by
archaeologists as builders
were completing a walkway at
the Brading Roman Villa. The
edge of a floor was revealed
when  planks Jaid in
Edwardian times were
removed during work on a
new building to protect one of
the most important Roman
sites in Western Europe.

Archaeologists thought the
floors had been lost to
weathering after the villa was
uncovered in 1880.

But rather than leave them
exposed to the elements, the
Victorian ~ workers buried
them in a protective blanket
of sand and concrete.

The discovery comes a year
after The Times reported that
unique Roman  mosaics
elsewhere in the villa were
threatened with  reburial
unless millions of pounds
could be raised to protect
them. More money will be
needed to reveal all of the
floors, which cover up to 40
Square metres.

David Tomalin, an archaeol-
Ogist and a trustee of the villa,

mosaics for

By Dalya Aibergo

said: “We always believed the
two floors were lost. It was
amazing to find you could see
the edge of the original floor.

“No one had seen it since
the 1880s. The chequered
floor must have been like a
huge draughts board.

“The villa was found too
early. The Victorians did their
best with shovels and spades.
We're desperately trying to
find exactly what they found.”

The villa is one of only 10
domestic Roman buildings in
Britain where mosaic floors

'£2.5m needed to

The Roman
villa with its
protective
covering at
save Roman. e,
right, one of
natlon the mosaics
M . resembles an eye. Two of the and, left, last
massics also bear a similar year’s report
s pies 5t in The Times

can be seen in situ. The elabo-
rate imagery and symbolism
of scenes depicted on the
mosaics suggest that the
owner was highly cultured.

Repeated images of pea-
cocks, often used to convey
the concept of eternal life,
suggest that these birds lived
in the villa garden.

The villa’s decline started
after about AD340, when
estates in southern Britain
were raided by pirates.

As the centuries passed, a
deep blanket of soil and leaf

PHOTOGRAPHS: BEN GURR
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mould covered the site. The
villa was lost to sight and
memory until 1879, when
Captain John Thorp of
Yarbridge began searching for
antiquities in the fields of
Morton Farm after children
had shown him their finds.
The Victorians were fortunate
to find the villa’s original 4th-
century key.

The villa was on the World
Monument Fund’s list of the
most endangered sites and
English Heritage’s register of
buildings at risk when The

Hndniat

el

Times reported its plight. With
funding from the Heritage
Lottery Fund and English
Heritage, about £3.1 million
was raised for a new building
to protect the historic site. It
opens to the public on
Sunday.

Kenneth Hicks, a trustee of
the charitable trust which
owns the villa, said: “The
Times article was the catalyst
that got the final fundraising
off the ground. The article
came at exactly the right time.
We had e-mails and phone

calls from as far as America
and Canada because people
had read The Times. It made
the difference  between
success and failure.”

Brading Villa is near the
medieval town of Brading, at
the eastern end of the island.

A Romano-British settle-
ment flourished through an ac-
tive stone-quarrying industry
and maritime trade. The
floors were first laid in the
villa’s courtyard early in the
4th century. More followed
about AD355.

Local architects have
designed a “living roof” to
protect the site and blend in
with the surrounding area of
outstanding natural beauty.
The single-storey building is
clad in cedar wood with a roof
of sedum plants which change
colour with the seasons,
shifting between yellow, pink,
purple and white.

More funding will now have
to be found to uncover the
floors; an uphill struggle con-
sidering that only one tenth of
the site has been excavated.
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MAYOR of Brading Marianne Sullivan

‘ has said 4

-- big sorry to tourists and the people of Godshi) but
‘ said the basic message remained that she did not

want Brading to become a clone of its
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throughout the

near neigh-

2 bour.
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7.30pm tacky and said that some.
Adult £3.50 / Child £2

times, in August, she want-
ed all holidaymakers dead.

Her original comments
came at a meeting of
Brading Town Councif, but
this week in an interview
with the County Press, she
said: “I am very sorry if |
have upset and hurt eople.
People were hurt and that js
dreadful.

“Of course I don’t hate
tourists, but holiday traffic
is a problem in Brading,
People drive in one end and
out the other. The road
makes life difficult for us: Jt
is so busy, so noisy and so
dangerous.

“I do believe we need a
place like Godshill. People
love it and there is a

| demand for it although it is
f::j not my personal demand. I
o

ol Approx 1.5 hours including interval
All children must be accompanied by an adult

; i ingstown Association
§ the Port” put on by ‘Arts Away’ & The Kings
T in BI;ading Town Hall on 13th March, 2004
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Marianne Sullivan, mayor of Brading;, in the town she wants to improve
the image of. 1003-c12622
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Find out about the plants and animals
that inhabit the beautiful landscape and
ylL varied habitats on the Island. Over 90%
i of the coastline is designated for its
unspoilt character or nature
conservation interest.
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The Audience warming up at the start of the One-man Show ‘




