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(Please refer to the maps inside rear cover)

This guide to our Town and Parish of Brading, which is intended for use

by visitors and new residents alike, is in three parts -

% A walk through the centre of the town, pointing out places of note and
starting from one of three possible arrival points:-

< The Town Trust car park on the left as you enter the town on the
A3055 road from Ryde: Start at page 1, opposite.

< The Bull Ring, where the 'buses from Ryde and Sandown stop:

Turn to page 6 and work backwards or forwards through the guide.

< The railway station, with a short (half mile) walk to the Bull Ring,
from where you can follow the guide as above: Turn to page 9.

< Pointing out places of interest elsewhere in our ancient parish which,
today, covers about 10 square miles; Turn to pagel2.

% Finally, the network of more than 50 footpaths, bridlepaths and byways
throughout the parish countryside. These will be covered in a separate
series of leaflets, mapping out routes of varying lengths and directions,
starting and finishing at convenient parking places in and around the
town.

We hope that you will enjoy your time in our ancient Town.
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Emerging from the car park at the northern end of the High Street and
turning left, past the new Church Hall, we approach the 12 Century
PARISH CHURCH of St MARY the VIRGIN

It is said that at the end of the 7th Century St Wilfred came to the harbour
at Brading from his base at Selsey and started the conversion of the last
pagans in England, here on the Isle of Wight!

Do have a look in and around our church, where, for a small donation,
you can get a very good descriptive booklet as a guide to its history and
memorials. Note particularly the Oglander
chapel and the most unusual exterior
ladder to the ringing chamber and  gj
tower - which, for safety reasons, are 4 ¢
not accessible to the general public.

Turning left out of the church door
and along the path through the
churchyard to the eastern end, you will
come upon the grave of 'Little Jane'
Squibb - of whom, more later.

You may also note the old sundial
near the south-east corner of the
churchyard. The base is mediaval and
the shaft is dated '1714'; whilst the dial
itself is '1815'. The shaft on its plinth
may be the remains of an early
churchyard cross. f

A survey in 1982 recorded 102 different species of plant in the
churchyard - what a treat for the botanists among us!




Bl e Just beyond the north-east corner of the

MADE N~ <4 church is the small Island-stone- and-brick 'Gun

. shed' built to house the gun, given to the town by

King Edward IV in 1549, to defend the eastern end

of the Island against persistent attacks by the

French. As recorded on the plate above the door

the shed was restored in 1983, through the good

offices of two prominent Towns-women, on behalf

of the Town Council. Nowadays, the gun is kept at
Nunwell coach house.

Before leaving the front porch of the church,
glance across the main road to your right and you
will see the old National School building, opened
in 1823 and closed in the 1950s. It is now the
thriving Brading Youth Club for juniors (8 - 12:
Monday, Wednesday & Friday) and seniors, (13 -
“BRERDYNGE” - (BRADING) 19 Thursdays)

THE OLD TOWN HALL.

Just outside the front porch of the
church, as you turn left down the High
Street, is another quaint old Island-
stone and brick building; the Old
Town Hall. The open arcade, now
housing the 5-hole stocks (why 5?;
who knows!), is thought to have been
the butchers' shambles for the once-
thriving market, held on Tuesdays
(later; Wednesdays) on and around this site from 1285; finally dying out as
'Flea Market' in the 19" Century.

The history of the building and its functions in governing the everyday
life of the town from medigval times until the 19" Century, can be read
about in the upstairs room which is open from May until September,
10.30am - 3.30pm, daily except Saturday.

Across the main road from the Old Town Hall is 'Penny Plain' Tea
Room and Garden which dispenses excellent morning coffee, light
lunches and afternoon (cream!) teas.
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Before continuing our walk, let us just look around us. We are on the last
high ground before we descend to the point where Brading Harbour once
came to within 100 metres of the High Street. Where we are now standing
is where the lanes from the pre-conquest (1066) settlements of Old
Nunwell, Whitefield, Rowborough and Writlestone all converged down to
the harbour: no wonder that this spot became the 'hub' of the town.
QUAY (WALL) LANE.

This lane leads along the edge of the high ground to the 'Sea Wall' which
was constructed between 1562 and 1594 to reclaim that part of Brading
Harbour which had become so silted up as to be usable by only the
shallowest draft vessels. Remains of the Quay and Wall can still be seen and
walked along (see Page 10)

A short stroll down the
lane, past the end of the
churchyard wall, brings you to
the Town pound, built about
two hundred years ago, where
stray animals which could
damage crops were
impounded when rounded up.
A fine of between one shilling and five shillings (Sp and 25p) would have
to be paid by the owner to reclaim each animal - a heavy fine in those days!

In 1989 the iron head of a pikestaff was found by local men clearing out
the pound. It was thought to be about 200 years old and is now kept in the
Old Town Hall.

Retracing our steps to
the High Street we come to
: i L the oldest house in the town
ﬁim‘ P . which is still in use. Built by
§§ o 1 T William Squire in 1502, it is

il :

e now part of a leisure
complex which includes the
Bugle Inn and is known as
The Wax Museum. It
' i contains many curious
exhibits arranged in rooms along winding passages around a charming
central courtyard. It also has a shop selling gifts and souvenirs.
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Turning left out of Quay Lane, we enter the upper part of -

THE HIGH STREET.
The houses, shops and public houses from here to the Bull Ring, at the

southern end of the street, have been built or rebuilt in the last 350 years.
The first of note is on the opposite (west) side and is The Lilliput Doll and
Toy Museum which has over 2000 old and antique dolls and toys dating
from 2000BC to around 1945 (AD!) on show. It also has an adjoining shop
stocked with collectable dolls and associated toys, bears and traditional
toys.

Further along on the same side is The Stables, offering local craft items
for sale.

Crossing the road again, we come to the Bugle Inn with its restaurant

and bar catering particularly for the tourist trade.
Now let us allow our imagination to take over for an instant; stand at the

side of the entrance to the Bugle Inn car park with your back to the High
Street; facing east. What do you see beyond the Tarmac? - a piece of lumpy
wasteland overgrown with Hawthorne scrub.

Where you are looking was, until
1594, a thriving, bustling seaport with
ships tied up alongside, loading and
unloading goods and foodstuffs on and
off carts and beasts of burden; the whole,
a clamour of voices, creaking yardarms,
neighing, braying, cackling and barking -
and all the smells that go with the scene!

And, it wasn't all 'excise-duty paid'! Many houses in the High Street still
have smugglers' lookout windows, passages which run under the roofs
from house to house and unexplained bricked

up cellars!
A few steps further along the High Street, we

come to The Secret Garden in a 17" century
stone building bridging over its own entrance
for carts to go through to the old barn in the
back garden. Here you can enjoy homecooked
food in the picturesque Tea Room or eat out
in the attractive tranquil garden. On the way out, have a look in at the
'Bo Peep' antique and collectors' centre to complete your visit.

THE SECRET GARDEN & BO PEEP ANTIQUES
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Over on the other (west) side, you can see the distinctive sign of the Red
Lion Inn a traditional old style friendly 'pub’, open all year round and
serving home cooked food daily. Quiz Night is Tuesday. It has a large car

park and also a private Function Room available for hire.
A few doors down from the Red Lion is the Brading Heritage Centre

which has facilities for looking up articles, photographs and memorabilia of
bygone Brading. Sharing the house, which 100 years ago contained the
Brading Reading Room, is Gilly's where delicious home cooked cakes, pies

and pastries are made and sold.

Across the High Street again is Miss
Hewson's Sweet Shop, recalling bygone days
of purchases in 'pennorths' of 'old' money.

Alongside the Sweet Shop is the car park
belonging to the Londis store and shared,
behind the store, by the friendly salon of
Ann's Hair Studio which provides stylish
high quality hairdressing for all the family.

The Brading Foodmarket and Off Licence (Londis) is the largest store
in town. It is the latest of a long line of shops on this site stretching back
over 200 years. The shop stocks a vast range of goods to meet Townsfolks'

everyday or special needs; morning, noon and evening.
Next, we come to Brothers Fish and Chip Shop, open at lunch time and

evenings and providing a wide range of superb traditional and modern take-
away meals for all ages.

And finally, where the High Street enters the Bull Ring, we have the
Wheatsheaf Inn, favourite 'watering (?) hole' for all who enjoy the 'Public’
and 'Saloon' bars, with their darts, cribbage and dominoes, of a traditional
English pub.

Miss HEWSON’S SWEET SHOP

Before leaving the High Street (or
entering it, if you've come by bus or by
train!), just look up the High Street
towards St Mary's church and at the styles
of buildings, brickwork, windows and
roofs put there over many centuries.
. A% 2 Reflect that, in the memories of villagers
stlll living here, there were bakers, barbers, brewers, butchers, clothiers,
cobblers, and ironmongers along that short stretch of road - which is still no

wider than it was 100 years ago!
. )




THE BULL RING

With your back to the Wheatsheaf, the
widened sweep of tarmac in front of you is
'The Bull Ring' which, for many hundreds of -
years, had this large iron ring firmly fixed at ~
its centre. It can now be seen mounted on the
raised brick-and-pebble plinth in front of the
1902 New Town Hall, to your right, built on

the site of the Old Malt House.
According to the 17 Century diaries of Sir John Oglander, the Governor

of the Isle of Wight would donate 5 Guineas (£5.25)-for the purchase of a
bull to be tethered to the ring and 'baited' (by 'sporting' dogs); after which it

was butchered and the joints of beef given to the poor of the Town.
At the corner of New Road and The Mall is the Tudor-Garden, laid out

to a design by a local architect and constructed by Brading towngfolk - with
the help. of prisoners from Camp Hill Prison. The land upon which it stands
was once the site of the old Robin Hood Public House - later, the
Conservative and Unionist Club and, finally, a private house which was
demolished during the 1960s. The Garden was completed and officially

opened on 6th April, 1991 for visitors and townsfolk to take their ease and
have a good gossip whilst seated beneath shade trees in the summer

sunshine.
Over the Zebra crossing at the foot of The Mall, you arrive at K&M

Electrical shop which serves the town's needs for wiring, lighting and
switchgear.

i
THE BULL RING
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Next to K&M Electrical is Brading House which, since the beginning
of the 20™ Century, has been a draper's shop. It has recently changed hands
and, after extensive refurbishment, is expected to re-open as a draper's.
Previously, in the late 19" Century, it had been a small 'Dame School' run
by a Miss Symes. Built originally in 1675 and developed up to 1770, it
formed part of a terrace of some seven buildings. The centre four dwellings

were demolished and completely rebuilt in years gone by.
Using Island brick,. the two end houses were partially rebuilt; only

Brading House is completely original, being built of locally quarried chalk
and roofed with red tiles. Most of the floor joists are made of oak, possibly
ships' timbers from vessels broken up in Brading Harbour. In 1952 two

George II coins were found beneath the floorboards.
To complete our circuit of the Bull Ring, we come to that 'Intelligence

Centre"of any country town, the Brading Post Office. Like so many others
in thecland, it is threatened with closure - which is vigorously opposed by
all townsfolk! The Post Office also has a Newsagents which sells sweets,
tobacco and stationery goods.

Now lét us take a brief look down WEST STREET.
The first Building we come to on the left houses the Public Toilets. The

site upon which they are built once offered 'relief and comfort' of a different
sort Jor it was around here that Mary Warder (née Toms), a Bible Christian
sent from Cornwall in the early 19® Century to enlighten the benighted
Islanders, preached to the people of Brading. Later, in the 1860s, the Bible
Christians built the Methodist church beyond the Wheatsheaf in the New
Road.

A few steps further on is the Brading

CE Primary School, for some 100
pu'pils and the 'Stepping Stones'
playgroup. The school was built in 1910
as the 'Brading Council School' but in
the late 1950s was amalgamated with,
and became, the church school.
Further down on the left-hand side®Qf - prAnivG CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL
the street, is the tall red brick building which was once the town slaughter-
house and, on the other side of the road, some thatched cottages built of
stone and flint and dating from 1605. Originally they were four cottages but
in 1956 the first two were knocked into one single dwelling.
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