
Lesson 1: 
Welcome to Brading

Brading Through Time

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/


By the end of this lesson, you will be able 
to do the following:

• Compare pictures of Brading buildings 
from the past and in the present.

• Identify from maps how Brading has 
changed over time.

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/


Do you recognise this building?

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/
https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/


Brading Town Hall 1846

A print by Frederick Calvert.
Notice the cottages beyond the Town Hall 

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/


Brading Town Hall
Pre-1876 Victorian photograph

• The original Town Hall 
and Jail was built in 
1730, although parts of 
it date from the 16th

Century.
• Brading Town controlled 

the local weights and 
measures from this 
building. It is now 
operated by the Brading 
Town Trust.

• Children were taught 
here until the first 
school opened in 1823.

• This picture was taken 
before it was restored 
in 1876.

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/


Brading Town Hall after 1876

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/


Brading Town Hall 2019

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/


Where is this building?

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/


Rectory Mansions now

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/


A brief history of Rectory Mansions

• The earliest parts of the house date from 1228 
AD when Johannes de Marisco, Rector of the St 
Mary’s Church lived there.

• In the 16th German Richards (Germaine 
Richardes) lived in the house. He provided food 
and stores for the English fleet of ships.

• He was a retainer of the Earl of Lincoln and Vice-
Admiral of the Isle of Wight.

• It Tudor times it was also a pub called The Crown.

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/


View towards church 1920s

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/


View towards church 1980s

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/


As the Wax Museum in the 1970s

Postcard © G. Dean & Co.

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/


Quay Lane in Victorian Times

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/


Quay Lane Today

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/


Jo Nash outside his home 1920s
(from which he sold sheets of information sheets and potatoes 

to passers by)

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/


The Bull Ring in Victorian Times

Can you spot the bull ring?

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/


The Bull Ring in the 1930s

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/


The Bull Ring Today

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/


• The bull ring is a cast 
iron ring used to tether 
a bull so that they could 
be attacked by dogs.

• Bull baiting was thought 
to make the meat more 
tender.

• Butchers could be fined 
if they didn’t bait the 
bull before killing it.

• It was made illegal in 
1835.

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/


Redstone Bakery on right in Victorian Times

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/


Redstone Bakery Today

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/


Redstone Bakery around 1900
(Henry Redstone and Audrey Finlay in front)

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/


• Redstone Henry, baker & grocer (in the 1898 
Kelly’s Directory).

• Redstone Victor, baker & grocer (in the 1911 
Kelly’s Directory)

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/


Brading Council School 1911

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/


https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/


HRH Edward Prince of Wales passing 
the Wheatsheaf Inn around 1926

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/


The Wheatsheaf Inn today

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/


Deacon’s butchers shop

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/


The empty shop today

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/


The gas showroom became the NatWest 
Bank before being turned into a private 

home in the 1980s.

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/


Mr Percy (Pasha) Buckett outside the Gas Showroom in 
1930. ‘He came round with a long pole to switch the 
gaslights on and off.’ Keith White (1926 – 2013).

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/


Deacon’s greengrocers shop.• In 1911 Richard 
Deacon was a 
greengrocer and 
fruiterer.  To the 
left was the Liberal 
Party Committee 
Rooms for the 
election campaign 
for Sir Godfrey 
Baring. He was 
elected the 
Member of 
Parliament for the 
Isle of Wight 1906 
to 1910

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/


Deacon’s a private dwelling in 2017

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/


The Red Lion Inn in late Victorian Times

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/


The same building when it was Gould’s 
Tearoom

‘It once was a Temperance House! There is a well inside the building 
with an old pump, which used to be outside the building dated 
1764’ Molly Pewsey 1930-2014

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/


The Kynges Well in 2019 

It has also been known as Goulds, Woodlands, the Red 
Lion, the Black Horse, the Snooty Fox, A la Carte and 
Badgers Bistro.

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/


Useful research links

• Brading Community Archive Home - Brading Community 
Archive

• https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Richards-3329pup called 
the Crown. (For info on German’s son Edward)

• https://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/hants/vol5/pp206-
208 (info on German Richards)

• https://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/hants/vol5/pp156-
170 (info on German Richards)

• http://brading.co.uk/bradingresearch.htm timeline
• https://historicengland.org.uk/services-

skills/education/educational-images/museum-high-street-
brading-8612

• https://historicengland.org.uk/

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/
https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Richards-3329pup
https://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/hants/vol5/pp206-208
https://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/hants/vol5/pp156-170
http://brading.co.uk/bradingresearch.htm
https://historicengland.org.uk/services-skills/education/educational-images/museum-high-street-brading-8612
https://historicengland.org.uk/

