
Lesson 2: 
Points of a compass and 

map work

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/


By the end of this lesson, you will be able to 
do the following:

• Know the 8 compass points

• Can identify places on a map using the 8 
compass points

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/


The four main directions (cardinals) on a 
compass are north, south, east and west. They 
are 90 degrees on a compass rose.

Which direction am I going?
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For a direction mid-way between two of the main points of a 
compass, you are heading north-east (NE), south-east (SE), 
south-west (SW) or north-west (NW), depending on the direction. 

These are called intercardinal directions and 
are at 45 degrees from its two neighbours.

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjArIqP5cjkAhUR4YUKHZ5tA4AQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://www.sparklebox.co.uk/1181-1185/sb1182.html&psig=AOvVaw0vbO8zsexDg6qXuBuloS19&ust=1568291998005163


To remember where the points of the compass 
are (clockwise) you can use a mnemonic (using 
words to help remember something):

• Naughty Elephants Squirt Water

• Never Eat Shredded Wheat

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/


16 point compass rose 

By I, Andrew pmk, CC BY-SA 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=2249878

These directions and are at 22.5 degrees from its 
two neighbours.
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Map of Brading in 1907 (left) and a 
google map of Brading today

Maps are usually printed so that north is at the top of 
the map.
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Map of Brading 1773 
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Map of Brading 1861
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Map of Brading 1907
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Brading today
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Use the National library of Scotland to 
compare maps

https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/#zoom=16&lat
=50.6806&lon=-1.1457&layers=168&b=1

Side by side georeferenced maps viewer - Map 
images - National Library of Scotland (nls.uk)

https://www.bradingcommunityarchive.com/
https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/#zoom=16&lat=50.6806&lon=-1.1457&layers=168&b=1
https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/side-by-side/#zoom=16&lat=50.68060&lon=-1.14570&layers=168&right=BingHyb

